
Village of Laura Council 

 

 
      7:00 PM                    October 8,           2018         
 

  

Attendees: Mayor- Harry McKenna, Council Members- Angi Deere, Ken James, Mark May, Paula 

Jones. Fiscal Officer-Gretchen Slagle. Andrew Johnston-Solicitor, Others Present- Susan Wieser, 

Robert Presley, Bill Kessler and Boy Scouts from Pitsburg/Arcanum. 

 

Previous Minutes: 

Minutes of the September 10, 2018 meeting were read. Mr. May made a motion to approve the 

minutes, Mrs. Jones seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. 

May-Yes, Mrs. Jones- Yes. The motion passed.  

 

Special Meeting:  Minutes of the September 24 Special Meeting were read.  Mrs. Deere made a 

motion to approve the minutes, Mr. James seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, 

Mr. James-Yes, Mr. May-Yes, Mrs. Jones- Yes. The motion passed. 

 

Citizens Comments:   1. Leaf Pick-Up/ Troop #85.  Bill Kessler, along with members of Troop 

#85 from Pitsburg/Arcanum were present to discuss the Scouts picking up leaves along the streets 

of town. Mr. Kessler noted cars wouldn’t have to be moved, residents just needed to rake the leaves 

to the curb.  Scouts will be using the Pitsburg leaf truck; there will be a fee to rent the truck.  The 

Scouts will charge $200 per date.  They usually do two pick-up dates; we’ll set November 3rd and 

November 24 as the dates.  Mr. James will coordinate with the scouts and set rain dates if needed.  

Mr. James made a motion to have the Boy Scouts of Pitsburg/Arcanum pick up leaves from the 

streets of town for a cost of $200 per pick-up.  Mrs. Deere seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: 

Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. May-Yes, Mrs. Jones- Yes. The motion passed.  Mr. Kessler 

also noted Dale Bruns from Mercer County, could clean the storm sewers for us.  

 

Solicitors Report: 1. Mr. Johnston had no business for Council. 

2.  4 N. Main Street.  It appears people are living in this building, which is zoned business. Council 

would like to know options.  Mr. Johnston noted that if we chose to do something, we’d have to do 

some investigating to provide proof of violation of the zoning code.  We would then file a civil 

action against the occupants of the building. We might want to talk to the occupants first.  If the 

Village is open to allowing the people to live there, a variance could be written.  It could be written 

to allow the property to revert to a business if it was sold.  Zoning Board would do the variance, 

and they would have to have a public hearing.   

3.  1 North Main.  On Hold.  

4.  Town Clean Up.  We sent a second notice letter to residents who did not cleaned up their 

property.  Council would like Mr. Johnston to send letters to the following properties, requesting 

the residents to clean up their property or we will start legal action:  

104 Ludlow St.    301 S. Main St.     400 Short St.    

 403 S. Main St.   101 Ludlow St.     107 S. Main St. 

 

BOPA:  1. Fire Hydrants were flushed.  The Board discussed using One Call and signs in the 

future to let residents know when the hydrants will be flushed. 

2.  Eldon Hinkle was present to help update the waterline maps.    

 

Old Business: 1. MEGACITY  Fire and Security.  Mr. McKenna stated per our contract, fire 

extinguishers will be swapped out every September and cost $50.00 each time.   

2. PEP Grant.  Our new insurance offers a $500 grant for things that help make the Village safer.  

We can apply for the grant for the fire extinguishers we purchased or the mulch we bought for 

under some of the playground equipment.  Mr. May made a motion to apply for the PEP Grant 

using the invoice for the MEGACITY fire extinguishers.  Mrs. Deere seconded the motion.  Roll 

Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. May-Yes, Mrs. Jones- Yes. The motion passed.   

Mr. McKenna noted we need to shorten the extra chain on the swings at the park to 5 inches or 

less.  Mr. James asked how long we have to come into compliance with the recommendations.  Mr. 

May stated he thought the items were recommendations, not law we had to act on, but it would be 

good to correct the recommendations.  

3. Zoning Signs.  Mr. James noted he has purchased four zoning signs, but has not put them up. 

4.  Frontier.  Ms. Slagle stated we have a 1-year contract with Frontier. Mr. Kessler from the Boy 

Scout troop had indicated during the leaf pick-up discussion that it may be a while before we get 

internet put up on the water tower.  There are regulation items that may be hard to comply with for 

Davis Voice and Data.  

5.  Propane.  The BOPA is going to switch propane providers from Suburban to RD Holder.  They 

have a quote from RD. Holder for $1.869 per gallon and a quote from Earhart for $1.849 per 

gallon.  RD Holder is located outside of town where Kevin Mote Petroleum was doing business.   

The village building tank has around 65 percent propane left in it.  When it runs out, we’d switch.  

Suburban did not provide a quote.  The BOPA had trouble getting the tanks filled in a timely  



 

 

 

 

manner when using Suburban.   Mrs. Deere made a motion to use RD Holder to supply propane for 

the village.  Mr. May seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. 

May-Yes, Mrs. Jones- Yes. The motion passed.  

6. Wagner Paving/Alley.  No Report. 

 

New Business.  1.  Miami County Sheriff Department/Speed Limit Signs.  Deputy Tennet has 

spoken with Mr. James about the village considering putting a 25 MPH speed limit sign on the 

north side of St. Rt. 721, around the basketball court at the park, and one around the Laura Hall at 

the four-way stop.  There are tree limbs hanging over the 25 MPH sign at 27 N. Main/St. Rt. 721 

that need trimmed.  Mr. James stated that ODOT says the signs aren’t needed, but the Sheriff’s 

Dept. thinks they would help clarify the speed limit through those areas.  Mr. James would like to 

purchase two 25 MPH speed limit signs and posts from Miami County for those two areas.  Mrs. 

Deere made a motion to allow up to $200 to purchase two speed limit signs and two posts, Mr. 

May seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. May-Yes, Mrs. 

Jones- Yes. The motion passed.  This money would come out of the State Highway Fund.   

2. Trick or Treat.  We will hold Trick or Treat in town on October 30, the same day as the County.  

Mr. James asked if Council would support buying candy and handing it out at the village building.  

Council agreed it would be okay.  Mr. James said he could hand out the candy, Mr. May said he 

would be the back up.  Mr. James made a motion to spend up to $25.00 for trick or treat candy.  

Mrs. Deere seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. May-Yes, 

Mrs. Jones- Yes. The motion passed.  

3. Snow Plowing Bids.  We have quotes from:  

 

Henniger Snow Removal-Snorff Jones Road   Monroe Grounds-Troy 

$85.00 per hour to plow with pick-up truck $120.00 per hour to plow with commercial plow 

$95.00 per hour to salt    $245.00 per ton to salt. 

 

Jason Hoop–Mr. Hoop was out of town, but told Ms. Slagle he would plow and salt for the same 

price as last year. 

$320.00 per occurrence to plow with pick-up truck 

$150.00 per ton to salt 

 

Each quote included information as to equipment available for use.  Council liked the work of 

Jason Hoop last year.  Mrs. Deere made a motion to accept the bid of Jason Hoop for snow plowing 

for the winter season.  Mrs. Jones seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. 

James-Yes, Mr. May-Yes, Mrs. Jones- Yes. The motion passed.  

4.  Village Web Page.  Mrs. Deere has looked at possible web page options.  Go Daddy is about the 

cheapest and is easy to use. It would cost $100.00 per year for the site.  Mr. May noted he looked at 

the .gov option; it costs around $400.00 a year.  We can check and see what other small villages or 

towns use.  

5. Zoning/15-17 N. Main St.  Mr. James noted Evan Brumbaugh has put a big shed on the property 

without going through the Zoning Committee.  Mr. James has sent a letter to Mr. Brumbaugh, but 

has not had a response yet. 

6.  2016/2017 Audit.  Ms. Slagle asked if Council had received an email of the audit results, 

Council have not.  Ms. Slagle will email the results to everyone. 

 

Bills.  Mrs. Deere motioned to pay the following bills, Mr. May seconded the motion. Roll Call 

Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. May-Yes. Mrs. Jones -Yes, The motion passed.   

 

PERS    $686.99  DP&L                   $1039.48 

Frontier      321.77  Linda McKenna     50.00 

Gretchen Slagle       390.75  Harry McKenna   109.99 

Shipman, Dixon      100.00  Terry Zellers   680.00 

Mobile Sanitation    120.00  Miami County Engineers 100.00 

Miami Valley Lighting  3121.60  MegaCity Fire & Security  551.35 

Auditor of State Audit      90.00  Charles E. Harris Assoc.           1350.00 

Staples      163.58  Treasurer of State UAN  384.00 

     

Mrs. Deere motioned to close the meeting. Mr. James seconded the motion. All yeas, the 

motion passed. 

 

 

________________________  __________________________ 

Harry McKenna, Mayor   Gretchen Slagle, Clerk 
 

 


