
Village of Laura Council 

 

 
      7:00 PM                    September 10,           2018         
 

  

Attendees: Mayor- Harry McKenna, Council Members- Angi Deere, Chris Foster, Ken James, 

Mark May, Paula Jones. Fiscal Officer-Gretchen Slagle. Andrew Johnston-Solicitor, Others 

Present- Jackie Rike, Barb Morris. 

 

Previous Minutes: 

Minutes of the August 13, 2018 meeting were read. Mr. Foster made a motion to approve the 

minutes with the following corrections:  Previous Minutes-Mrs. Deere voted Yes on the Roll Call 

Vote, Solicitors Report #1-Barb Morris’ address is 3 North Main Street not 1 North Main Street, 

Old Business #2 – the address of the shed that was put up is 115-117 N. Main Street.  Mrs. Deere 

seconded the motion.   Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. May-

Yes, Mrs. Jones- Yes. The motion passed.  

 

Citizens Comments:   1. Jackie Rike 9 Fourth St. /White Flags.  Ms. Rike had four small white 

flags put in her yard by the back alley; she wanted to know if Council knew anything about the 

flags.  Council members didn’t know anything about the flags. She also asked about the odor in the 

water.  She won’t drink the water and noted that at times it has had particles in it.  Council hadn’t 

heard of any reason for the odor or particles, maybe we had flushed the hydrants. 

 

Solicitors Report: 1. No Report.  

 

BOPA:  1. EPA Violation/Phosphates.  The phosphate injection point was moved farther away 

from the water exit point in the water plant.  We’ll retest the phosphates in October when it’s 

cooler- hopefully we’ll get lower readings. 

2.  Hydrants were flushed August 31. 

3.  Dialer was purchased and returned.  They will get another one that is more compatible with our 

current hook-up.   

3.  Mrs. Deere asked about using One Call for hydrant flushing in the future.  Mr. May will suggest 

this to the Board.  

 

Old Business: 1.  Snow  Removal.  Ms. Slagle noted she forgot to advertise for bids.  Council 

would like to add the Troy Daily News to our list of newspapers.  Mr. James made a motion to 

advertise for snow plowing bids in the Troy Daily News, Stillwater Advertiser and The Early Bird.  

Ms. Slagle will get quotes for the cost for the Troy Daily News for a week and for the Sunday 

paper only.  Mr. May seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. 

James-Yes, Mr. May-Yes, Mrs. Jones- Yes. The motion passed. 

2. MEGACITY  Fire and Security.  Mr. McKenna spoke with the fire department about businesses 

that service fire extinguishers.  He has a quote of $551.35 from MEGACITY Fire and Security to 

service our existing fire extinguishers and purchase a couple of extinguishers per our meeting with 

the insurance company to make sure we’re in compliance. This includes a 6-year service contract.  

Mrs. Deere made a motion to approve the quote from MEGACITY for maintenance and purchase 

of fire extinguishers.  Mr. Foster seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. 

Foster-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. May-Yes, Mrs. Jones- Yes. The motion passed. 

3.  1 North Main St.  The new owner of this address would like to rezone the property from light 

industrial to R1 (residential-one family).  The Zoning Board will be addressing this. 

4.  4 North Main St.  Barb Morris stated the people are still living at this business property.  The 

school bus stops there and picks up kids.  Council will have to speak with our Solicitor about how 

we want to proceed. 

5.  Frontier.  Ms. Slagle noted our contact with Frontier was up last month, the bill jumped up to 

over $400 dollars this month.  We need to see when Davis Voice and Data thinks they might be 

able to get internet service on the water tower.  Ms. Slagle will contact Pete Davis to get an 

estimate of when we’ll be hooked up with internet.  Mr. May noted it would be good to see what 

the monthly fee would be for a one or two year contract.  It might be beneficial to sign a year 

contract and if we have to, cancel it when Davis Voice and Data is ready.  It might be cheaper in 

the long run than not having a contract. If we could get these costs, it would be nice to have a 

special meeting so we don’t have the high monthly charges without a Frontier contract.  Ms. Slagle 

will contact Pete Davis to see if he will give us an estimate and call Frontier for rates for a one or 

two year contract.  We will schedule a special meeting when we have this information.   

6.  Leaf Pick-Up.  Mr. James noted the Village of Pitsburg provides the Boy Scouts use of a truck 

to pick up leaves from around town.  When Mr. James spoke with them last year the cost was 

$400.00.  Mr. James will contact Pitsburg. 

7. PEP Grant.  No Report. 

8.  Town Clean Up.  Council requested a second letter be sent to the following properties, asking 

them to clean-up, remove, etc. various things that were not cleaned up the previous month.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

412 S. Main St. - Weeds etc. along wall and sidewalk 

414 S. Main St. - Weeds etc. along wall and sidewalk 

104 Ludlow St. - Truck is gone.  Weeds along house and camper. 

301 S. Main St. - Stagnant pool water-Don’t know about, high grass, cars in alley.   

406 S. Main St. - Weeds, sticker bushes, clean up around yard and alley, don’t leave grass 

clippings in alley.   

400 Short St.  Junk in yard. 

307 S. Main St. - Trim trees/bushes around sidewalk. Tires along side of garage. 

403 S. Main St.-Trash, etc. behind back corner of fence, weeds also. 

408 Ludlow St.  Trees/bushes in Ludlow St. need removed. 

10 Ludlow St.-Evergreen Tree at stop sign need more trimming. 

 

New Business.  1.  Zoning Signs.  Mr. James would like to put up four signs around town, that 

state Laura is a zoned community or something to that nature.  Hopefully people would see the 

signs and contact the Village about buildings, fences, etc.  He thinks he can get them from the 

County for under $100.00.  Mr. May made a motion to allow up to $100.00 for four zoning signs.  

Mr. Foster seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-No, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, 

Mr. May-Yes.  Mrs. Jones -Yes, The motion passed.   Ms. Slagle will add the Zoning Board 

members’ names and phone numbers to the list of other village officials posted on the notice board 

on the front of the village building and we’ll add the names in the newsletter.  

2.  Propane.  The BOPA is considering switching propane providers; they want to know if Council 

would be interested in another provider.  They are considering RD Holder.  Council would like to 

get a couple of quotes for this.  Ms. Slagle will call for quotes. 

3.  Resolution 9-18/2018 Assessments.  We have an assessment for delinquent utilities for 120 

North Main Street and mowing charges for 108 Ludlow Street from September 2017 through 

August 31, 2018. Resolution 9-18 was read.  Mr. Foster made a motion to approve the resolution, 

Mrs. Deere seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. James-

Yes, Mr. May-Yes.  Mrs. Jones -Yes, The motion passed.   

 

Bills.  Mr. James motioned to pay the following bills, Mr. Foster seconded the motion. Roll Call 

Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. May-Yes. Mrs. Jones -Yes, The 

motion passed.   

 

PERS    $686.99  DP&L                   $1107.25 

Frontier      410.61  Linda McKenna     50.00 

Gretchen Slagle       390.75  Harry McKenna   109.99 

Shipman, Dixon      100.00  Terry Zellers   490.00 

Mobile Sanitation    120.00  Angi Deere   109.32 

Chris Foster     108.65  Ken  James   109.32 

Mark May     109.32  Paula Jones   108.65 

Wertz Hardware     39.99  Auditor of State   100.00 

     

Mrs. Deere motioned to close the meeting. Mr. Foster seconded the motion. All yeas, the 

motion passed. 

 

 

________________________  __________________________ 

Harry McKenna, Mayor   Gretchen Slagle, Clerk 
 


