
Village of Laura Council 

 

 
        7:00 PM                    December 10,           2018         
 

  

Attendees: Mayor-Harry McKenna, Council Members-Angi Deere, Chris Foster, Ken James, Mark May, Paula 

Jones, Fiscal Officer-Gretchen Slagle, Andrew Johnston-Solicitor, Others Present-Thad Kauffman, Barb Morris. 

 

Previous Minutes: 

Minutes of the November 12, 2018 meeting were read. Mrs. Deere made a motion to approve the minutes with the 

following correction: New Business #1- Mr. McKenna also bought furnace filters along with nuts and bolts from 

Menards.  Mr. May seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. 

May-Yes, Mrs. Jones- Yes. The motion passed.  

 

Solicitors Report: 1. Town Clean Up.  Mr. Johnston stated speaking with Matt Moehl, owner of the property at 

400 Short Street.  Mr. Moehl asked what needed to be done to meet Council request to clean up the property, Mr. 

Johnston asked him to contact Council. Mr. Johnston noted Mr. Moehl is a real estate agent, his company owns the 

property and it’s considered a business.  Mr. Johnston said the course of action is a little different when the property 

is a business.   Mr. James asked if we could contact the Sheriff, Mr. Johnston stated we haven’t sent the tenant a 

letter requesting the yard be cleaned up, just the property owner.  Mr. May suggested it might be a good idea to take 

pictures of the property and send them to Mr. Moehl along with the letter we sent. Council agreed when we send a 

letter requesting a property be cleaned up; it would be a good idea to include pictures along with the letter.  

2. 4 N. Main St. Variance.  Mr. James noted Mr. Egner withdrew his application for a variance; he won’t be living 

in the building. 

3. Website.  Mr. May asked how many Council members could be working together to be considered a meeting.  

Mr. Johnston noted it would be less than a quorum.  In this case, there are five Council members, so three members 

together would constitute a meeting.  Mr. Johnston suggested calling a workshop; we could post the date of the 

workshop and note it in the minutes if we know the date.    

 

Open Council Seat.  Thad Kauffman is interested in the open Council seat.  Mr. McKenna asked if Mr. Kauffman 

would like to address Council, Mr. Kauffman stated he has long been involved in community activities and would 

like to be involved here in town.  Mr. McKenna swore in Mr. Kauffman. This term expires December 31, 2021.   

 

BOPA:  Mr. May reported the following: 

1. All is going well.  

 

Old Business: 1. 4 N. Main Street/Variance. See Solicitors Report #2. 

2.  PEP Grant. We received a $500.00 safety grant from Pooled Entities of Ohio; we purchased fire extinguishers 

earlier in the year that qualified us for the grant. 

3.  Tree Trimming/27 N. Main St.  Mr. James has a $360.00 quote from Foster Tree Service to trim the trees that 

hide the speed limit sign at this address.  Council had approved $800.00 for the trimming. 

4.  Street Lights.  Mr. McKenna has not been able to contact Miami Valley Lighting about the streets lights that are 

out at 4 N. Main and one behind the fire house in the park. 

5.  Web Site.  No Report 

6. Wagner Paving/Alley.  No Report. 

 

New Business.  1.  Reading of the Minutes.  Mr. Johnston noted we don’t have to read the minutes of the previous 

meeting at the meetings.  Ms. Slagle would get the minutes to Council prior to the meeting, then at the next meeting 

Council would make corrections and approve the minutes.   Council liked the idea, Mr. May made a motion to 

email the minutes to Council by the Friday before the meeting. Mrs. Deere seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: 

Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. May-Yes. Mrs. Jones –Yes, Mr. Kauffman-Yes, The motion 

passed.    



2. Traffic Speed/Chestnut St.  Julie Dunn of 104 Chestnut St. wrote Council a letter asking if there was something 

that could be done to slow traffic speed on Chestnut St.  She noted cars drive faster than the speed limit and she is 

concerned there might be accidents or injuries if a car hit someone.  The speed limit is 25 MPH on Chestnut St.  

Council noted that like other streets in town, people do drive faster than the speed limit.  Council discuss options 

like using a speed wagon that would let people know how fast they are driving, speed bumps, putting a stop sign 

somewhere, getting the Sheriff to sit on Chestnut Street.  We’ll look into these options. 

3.   Resolution 12-18 /Temporary Appropriations 2019.   Resolution 12-18 was read.  Mrs. Deere made a motion 

to approve Temporary Appropriations for 2019, Mr. May seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, 

Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. May-Yes. Mrs. Jones –Yes, Mr. Kauffman-Yes, The motion passed.    

4.  Resolution 12-18A/Amend Permanent Appropriations 2018.  Resolution 12-18A was read to amend the 

Permanent Appropriations for 2018.   Mr. May made a motion to approve Resolution 12-8A, Mrs. Deere seconded 

the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. May-Yes. Mrs. Jones –Yes, Mr. 

Kauffman-Yes, The motion passed.    

 

Bills.  Mrs. Deere motioned to pay the following bills, Mrs. Jones seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote: Mrs. 

Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. May-Yes. Mrs. Jones –Yes, Mr. Kauffman-Yes, The motion 

passed.    

 

PERS    $686.99  DP&L                     $983.82 

Frontier      165.70  Linda McKenna     50.00 

Gretchen Slagle       390.75  Harry McKenna   109.99 

Shipman, Dixon      330.00  Arens Publishing    24.00 

Mobile Sanitation    240.00  Village of Pitsburg  400.00 

Harry McKenna       10.98  Ohio Municipal League  235.00 

Treasurer of State UAN     534.00 Miami County Engineer  110.00 

Terry Zellers      490.00 BWC        56.23 

BWC       410.00 Angi Deere   145.76 

Chris Foster      108.65 Ken James   145.76   

Paula Jones      144.87 Mark May   145.76 

  

Mr. May motioned to close the meeting. Mrs. Deere seconded the motion. All yeas, the motion passed. 

 

 

 

________________________  __________________________ 

Harry McKenna, Mayor   Gretchen Slagle, Clerk 
 


