
Village of Laura Council 

 

 
      7:00 PM                    November 12,           2018         
 

  

Attendees: Mayor-Harry McKenna, Council Members-Angi Deere, Chris Foster, Ken James, 

Mark May, Paula Jones, Fiscal Officer-Gretchen Slagle, Andrew Johnston-Solicitor, Others 

Present-Robert Egner, Mickey Coker. 

 

Previous Minutes: 

Minutes of the October 8, 2018 meeting were read. Mr. May made a motion to approve the minutes 

with the following correction: Solicitors Report- # 4 – 107 S. Main Street should be 307 S. Main 

Street. Mrs. Deere seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster-Abstain, Mr. 

James-Yes, Mr. May-Yes, Mrs. Jones- Yes. The motion passed.  

 

Citizens Comments:   1. Robert Egner/4 N. Main Street Business.  Mr. Egner was present to ask 

about a variance for his property at 4 N. Main St.  He bought this property and will run an on-line 

business.  He lives around Columbus and would like to put up partitions in the building and live 

there until he can find a house to buy.  He will not be changing any of the plumbing or electric.  

Mr. Johnston stated we could do a non-conforming variance that would allow him to live there.  

We would need to set guidelines for the variance, such as how long he could live there, make sure 

he meets zoning code, health department compliance, etc.  The Zoning Committee would set the 

guidelines and make a decision to allow or deny the variance.  Council would accept or reject that 

decision.  Mr. Johnston stated we need to give the public ten days’ notice before the Zoning Board 

meeting and have the public hearing when they meet.   The Zoning Board will meet December 3rd. 

After the meeting, someone from Zoning needs to contact Mr. Johnston if the Board want to 

proceed. 

2.  Mickey Coker/Bow Hunting.  Mr. Coker lives on Pike Street and would like to bow hunt on the 

old railroad track property the Village owns on the south end of town.  Mr. Johnston stated that the 

Village could give or deny permission to hunt.  Mr. James noted this is a narrow strip of land-

around twelve feet wide.  It might be hard to make sure the arrows stay on the property, there may 

be a problem with the neighbors, and we could be setting a precedence.  Mr. May agreed the size of 

the area would be a concern.  Mr. James also stated if we allow one person to hunt, we might get 

more than one person trying to hunt in the same area; it could be a safety problem.  Council agreed 

they did not want anyone hunting on Village property.  

 

Solicitors Report: 1. Town Clean Up.  Mr. Johnston sent certified letters on October 18th to the 

following property owners to clean up their properties:   

 104 Ludlow St.    301 S. Main St.     400 Short St.    

 403 S. Main St.   101 Ludlow St.      307 S. Main St. 

They will have 30 days to comply.  Matt Moehl of 400 Short St. and Ed Guess of 307 Ludlow St. 

called and asked what needed to be done to their properties.  John Oxley of 101 Ludlow St. is 

cleaning up his property.  Mr. McGuffie of 301 S. Main St. went to Mr. James’ house, speaking 

with Mr. James’ son.  Mr. McGuffie was upset and thought someone should have approached him 

with the problems in person.  Mr. James was sick, Evan James directed Mr. McGuffie to Mr. 

Foster, who lives next door.   Mr. Foster noted Mr. McGuffie was pretty upset. He said he didn’t 

cut his grass because he is allergic to grass, he doesn’t know how to empty the pool.  He would like 

some information about putting up a fence, but didn’t know if he can put it up next to a chain link 

fence. Mr. Foster suggest Mr. McGuffie come to the Council meeting.   Mr. James didn’t like that 

his son was subjected to Mr. McGuffie’s attitude, and asked that his address be removed from the 

Council Member list out front, and suggested asking people to come to Council meetings if they 

have questions or issues.   Mr. May also suggested if there are problems, ask the person to leave the 

property, and call the Sheriff if they won’t leave.  Council will have to decide if they want to give 

more time to people who have not complied or let Mr. Johnston file charges.   

 

BOPA:  1. Robert Presley/8 Laura Circle. Mr. Presley was at the meeting.  He mentioned we sent 

residents letters to clean up their properties, mow their grass, etc., maybe we should let people 

know when something good happens.   

2.  Someone came to the water board meeting thinking it was Council meeting; they were directed 

to the Council meeting the next Monday. 

 

Old Business: 1. Speed Limit Signs.  Mr. James stated we have the two new signs but they are not 

up yet.  There are limbs that are hiding the speed limit sign at 27 N. Main St.  Mr. James would like 

to have the trees trimmed in the line of sight of the sign on Mr. Fleenor’s property.  Council 

discussed cost; Mr. James made a motion to approve up to $800 to have the trees trimmed. Mr. 

Foster seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. 

May-Yes, Mrs. Jones- Yes. The motion passed. Mr. James will get some quotes.  Ms. Slagle will 

send a letter to Mr. Fleenor letting him know the Village will be trimming his trees, if he has 

questions, please let us know within two weeks. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Web Site.  Mr. May has done some research on municipality web sites.  Most communities went 

with a .com site.  There may be some sites cheaper than Go Daddy.  Mr. May made a spreadsheet 

for Council.  Council would like to see minutes, utility rates, newsletters and commonly used 

ordinances posted on the website. 

3. Wagner Paving/Alley.  No Report. 

 

New Business.  1.  Reimburse/Nuts & Bolts/Stop Signs.  Mr. McKenna purchased nuts and bolts at 

a cost of $14.87 for the stop signs.  Mr. May made a motion to reimburse Mr. McKenna for the 

material, Mr. James seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. 

James-Yes, Mr. May-Yes, Mrs. Jones- Yes. The motion passed.    

2. Reimburse/Trick or Treat Candy.  Mr. James purchased candy for Trick or Treat at a cost of 

$19.99.  Mr. Foster made a motion to reimburse Mr. James for the candy, Mr. May seconded the 

motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. May-Yes, Mrs. 

Jones- Yes. The motion passed. 

3.  Pike Street/Parking.  Mr. Foster suggested looking again at traffic issues along Pike Street 

between Main Street and St. Rt. 571.  This has been a concern with residents and Council for quite 

a while. The street isn’t wide enough to allow parking on both sides of the street, so parking is 

staggered on one side, than the other for part of the street.  It’s difficult for oncoming cars to pass if 

there is a car parked along the street.  Mr. Foster asked about making that part of the street “no 

parking”. 

4.  Fire Contract.  Our contract with Laura Fire Company is up this year.  We have a new   

three-year contract for approval.  Mrs. Deere made a motion to approve the contract with the Fire 

Department, Mr. May seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. 

James-Yes, Mr. May-Yes, Mrs. Jones- Yes. The motion passed. 

5. Mayor’s Association of Ohio Dues.  Mr. May made a motion to approve $50.00 annual dues. 

Mr. James seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, 

Mr. May-Yes, Mrs. Jones- Yes. The motion passed. 

6.  Stillwater Advertiser Ad/Public Hearing/4 N. Main Street.  Mr. May made a motion to place an 

ad in the Stillwater Valley Advertiser for the notice of public hearing for the variance for 4 N. Main 

Street. Mr. Foster seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. 

James-Yes, Mr. May-Yes, Mrs. Jones- Yes. The motion passed.  

7.  Newsletter Distribution.  Mrs. Deere asked how we handle distributing the newsletter or other 

items we need distributed to residents.  We generally get a couple of youth that live in town to 

deliver them door to door.  Ms. Slagle generally has a list of kids to ask.  Mrs. Deere suggested a 

sign up list.  We could put notice on the web page, or mail the flyers. 

8.  Street Lights. We have a street light out at 4 N. Main and one behind the fire house in the park. 

 

Bills.  Mrs. Deere motioned to pay the following bills, Mr. Foster seconded the motion. Roll Call 

Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. May-Yes. Mrs. Jones -Yes, The 

motion passed.   

 

PERS    $686.99  DP&L                     $983.82 

Frontier        23.50  Linda McKenna     50.00 

Gretchen Slagle       390.75  Harry McKenna   109.99 

Shipman, Dixon      100.00  Terry Zellers   680.00 

Mobile Sanitation    120.00  AIM Media Midwest    38.72  

Brothers Publishing      40.00  Arens Publishing    36.00 

Mayor’s Assoc. of Ohio      50.00  Laura Fire Company            4000.00 

Treasurer of State UAN    384.00  Treasurer of State Audit    90.00  

Ken James       19.99  Harry McKenna     14.87 

Ohio School Tax      86.93  Ohio Dept. of Taxation    62.17 

Internal Revenue    428.40  

     

Mrs. Deere motioned to close the meeting. Mr. Jones seconded the motion. All yeas, the 

motion passed. 

 

 

 

________________________  __________________________ 

Harry McKenna, Mayor   Gretchen Slagle, Clerk 
 


