
Village of Laura Council 

 

 
         7:00 PM                    August 13,            2018         
 

  

Attendees: Mayor- Harry McKenna, Council Members- Angie Deere, Chris Foster, Ken James, Mark May, Paula Jones. 

Fiscal Officer-Gretchen Slagle. Andrew Johnston-Solicitor, Others Present- Marty Jones, Deputy C. Underwood. 

 

Solicitors Report: 1. 4 N. Main St.  At the previous meeting, Barb Morris of 1 N. Main St. had asked if someone is 

allowed to live in a building that is zoned something besides residential. Mr. Johnston stated that the property at 4 N. 

Main Street is zoned light industrial.  According to our zoning (9004.0), there are conditional uses for this property; 

residential is not listed as a use for this property.  Mr. Johnston noted we could defend our stance for not allowing people 

to live in the building, but it might be hard to enforce, there are lots of factors that could be considered, if their driver’s 

license have an address other than a Laura address.   The first offense is a minor misdemeanor, fine of $25.00 plus court 

costs.  The next offense could be jail if we would pursue it.  Mr. Johnston suggested keeping an eye on things; we would 

start action by sending a letter, as is our normal procedure, then a letter from Mr. Johnston if we didn’t get a response and 

then start legal proceedings. 

2.  Marty Jones/102 Pike Street.  Mr. Jones was present to ask if Council could do anything about a car that is parking on 

Pike Street in front of his house.  When Mr. Jones pulls his trailer out of his driveway, it’s hard to get out of the drive 

because of where this car is parked.  Mr. Johnston stated it is not an offense to park on the street if there is no markings 

indicating the car can’t park there.  Mr. Johnston suggested speaking with the owner of the car, asking him to move his car 

farther away from Mr. Jones’ driveway.   
 

Previous Minutes: 

Minutes of the July 9, 2018 meeting were read. Mr. Foster made a motion to approve the minutes, Mr. James seconded the 

motion.   Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. May-Yes, Mrs. Jones- Yes. The motion 

passed.  

 

Citizens Comments:   1. See Solicitors Report #2. 

 

BOPA:  1. EPA Violation. We’ve received a notice of violation from the EPA for the phosphate levels in our water.  The 

EPA reps were here a month or so ago and were present for some of the testing we do.  The results at the water plant were 

high, but the results around town were good. We’ll have to do something to correct the problem in the water plant; we’re 

not likely to get a waiver from the EPA. 

2.  Water Tower Overflow.  A manual switch was not flipped off and we had an overflow at the tower. 

 

Old Business: 1.Wagner Paving/Alley behind Village Building.  Wagner’s plan to pave the alley towards the end of this 

month. 

2. Evan Brumbaugh / 15-17 N. Main Street.  Mr. Brumbaugh has put up a big shed at this property without a permit.  

Zoning will take speak with Mr. Brumbaugh.   

3.  Town Clean Up.  Council requested letters be sent to the following properties, asking them to clean-up, remove, etc. 

various things that would help improve property appearances.  Reference Ohio Revised Code 731.51 and 731.53, and 

Ordinance 10-12. 

104 Ludlow St.- Weeds along house and camper. 

301 S. Main St. - Stagnant pool water, high grass, cars in alley.  The Health Dept. can assist with the stagnant pool water. 

406 S. Main St.- Weeds, sticker bushes, clean up around yard and alley, don’t leave grass clippings in alley. 

Old Lumber Yard/Corner Second and Ludlow -Tall grass, weeds, remove trees/bushes growing  onto  Ludlow Street need 

removed.  

414 S. Main St.-Overgrowth of weeds, etc. on wall/sidewalk going down hill. 

412 S. Main St. - Overgrowth of weeds, etc. on wall/sidewalk. 

400 Short St.  Junk in yard, loose dog. 

303 Chestnut St.-Tall grass/weeds 



307 S. Main St. - Trim trees/bushes around sidewalk. 

403 S. Main St.-Trash, etc. behind back corner of fence. Weeds. 

408 Ludlow St.  Trees/bushes growing onto Ludlow St. need removed 

104 N. Main St.-Inoperable car.   

4 N. Main/Lot beside building.  Tires, trash. 

10 Ludlow St.-Evergreen Tree at stop sign needs trimmed. 

109 N. Main St.  Pool without a fence.  Zoning will take care of this. 

2810 Pemberton Road. Trailer-skirting around trailer, water heater door. 

 

 

New Business.  1.  Frontier Bill.  The bill from Frontier has increased because we no longer have a contract with Frontier. 

Hopefully, we’ll hear something soon from Davis Voice and Data about getting the internet service up on the water tower 

and we can get a new contract with Frontier. 

Frontier wants us to have a contract for 1-4 years. 

2.  Ohio Public Entities Pool.  Mr. McKenna met with a representative of our insurance company. 

They looked at the park, sewer and water plants and village building for statements of value and compliance.  The Rep 

made some recommendations that we need to try do: the rest of the playground equipment needs rubber mulch underneath 

it, the swing set has too much extra chain on the swings, the fire extinguishers in the village building need recharged, 

there is an electrical connector at the sewer plant that needs replaced or repaired, there is a hole in the fence at the sewer 

plant.  We need a copy of car insurance for officials who use their personal cars for village purposes. 

PEP Grant.  We are eligible to apply for a $500 Safety Grant that can be use on things like fire extinguishers, playground 

mulch, signage, etc. anything that will help with safety issues around the village.  We may be able to get this for the 

playground mulch we just put down at the park. 

3. Copier.  Ms. Slagle will order the toner for the copier. 

4. Snow Removal Bids.  We’ll advertise for bids. 

5.  Leaf Pick Up/Boy Scouts.  Mr. James asked if we were still interested in getting the Boy Scouts to do the leaf pick up. 

Council is still interested.  He will coordinate with the Boy Scouts for this fall. 

6. Miami County Commissioners/Auto License Fee Increase.  Mr. McKenna noted the fees will be going up for licenses. 

7.  Festival of Nations- Aug. 19. /Mayor’s Concert -Aug. 19.  These events will be going on in Troy. 

8.  Community Watch Meeting.  Mrs. Deere had an opportunity to set up an informational meeting in town.  She got 

approval from other council members, and had a meeting at the Laura Christian Church. She will put some information 

about the meeting in the fall newsletter.  

9.  Village Web Site.  We need to see if we can get a Static IP from Davis Voice and Data and see if we can maybe work 

on getting a village website.  

10.  One Call Now.  We used the One Call Now System to tell residents about the Community Watch meeting.  Only 

about half of the property owners in town have signed up for the service. 

Council would like to have a blurb on the water bills letting people know they can sign up for the free service. 

11.  Phone Service.  Our phone is not working.  Mr. McKenna will call Frontier. 

 

Bills.  Mrs. Deere motioned to pay the following bills, Mr. Foster seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, 

Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. May-Yes.  Mrs. Jones -Yes, The motion passed.   

 

PERS    $686.99  DP&L                     $928.66 

Frontier      159.83  Linda McKenna     50.00 

Gretchen Slagle       390.75  Harry McKenna   109.99 

Shipman, Dixon      125.00  Terry Zellers   870.00 

Mobile Sanitation    205.00   

 

   

Mrs. Deere motioned to close the meeting. Mr. Foster seconded the motion. All yeas, the motion passed. 

 

 

________________________  __________________________ 

Harry McKenna, Mayor   Gretchen Slagle, Clerk 



 

 

 


