
Village of Laura Council 

 

 
      7:00 PM                    February 12,           2017         
 

  

Attendees: Mayor- Harry McKenna, Council Members- Angela Deere, Chris Foster, Ken James, 

Mark May, Paula Jones, Fiscal Officer-Gretchen Slagle. Andrew Johnston-Solicitor, Others 

Present- Elizabeth Keckler, Deputy Sheriff Adams. 
 

Previous Minutes:, 

Minutes of the January 8 2018 meeting were read. Mrs. James made a motion to approve the 

minutes with the following correction: Strike Mr. Foster’s name from all roll call votes, 

 2018 Committees-Add Street Committee and Mr. James and Mr. McKenna to that committee.  

Mrs. Deere seconded the motion.   Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. James-

Yes, Mr. May-Yes, Mrs. Jones-Yes. The motion passed.   

 

Citizens Comments:   1. Elizabeth Keckler of 208 South Main St. was present to ask about 

vandalism that has been going on in town.  Someone tried to get into her house while she was 

home, and someone vandalized their pool.  Deputy Sheriff Adams asked if she reported it to the 

Sheriff Department. Ms. Keckler stated she did not report it the most recent time, but had reported 

it the time before.  We have also had some trouble with car vandalism on South Main Street across 

from her house.  Deputy Adams said they will try to increase patrol in town. 

Ms. Keckler also asked about the streets staying slick after a snow.  The snow gets packed down 

and does not seem to have enough salt to melt the snow.  She stated the bus driver had mentioned 

how bad our streets were compared to other towns.  

2.  Scott Huffman/Low Voltage Solutions.   Mr. Huffman represents a security company that can 

supply a camera system if we would be interested. He explained his business.  Mr. James noted that 

we were not interested in a whole lot of cameras and did not think this was a good fit for us.     

3.Water/Sewer Ordinances.  Mr. Thompson was present to get Mr. Johnston’s opinion about who is 

responsible for the cost of removing a clog from the sewer pipes in a resident’s house. The Board 

has been told the homeowner is responsible for the lines to the septic tank from the house, and the 

village is responsible for the septic tank and the lines that run to the sewer plant.   The clog was in 

the house or in the pipe that runs to the septic tank.  The BOPA Board would like to know where in 

our ordinance (Ordinance, 392-A) it indicates that the homeowner is responsible for that line.  Mr. 

Johnston reviewed the ordinance and indicated that Page 8, Section 3B states the homeowner, at 

their own expense is responsible for the installation and maintenance of a line in the house and to a 

proper public sewer, owned by the Village. The “Proper Public Sewer” is the septic tank and the 

lines that run to the sewer plant.   Mr. Thompson asked if we could rewrite the ordinance so it 

plainly states who is responsible for what lines and where those lines run.  Mr. Johnston noted we 

would be clarifying something we do not need to clarify.   

Ms. Slagle stated she could not find the water ordinance that was written sometime around 1954.  

Mr. Johnston said we could write a new ordinance for the water if we cannot find it.  Mr. 

Thompson stated we needed to be able to verify the tap-in fees for the water for someone building 

a new house in town.  We have been told the tap-in fee is $250.00 but we are not sure.  Mr. 

Johnston said we could make a resolution to implement a tap-in fee, for a certain amount of time, 

until we get an ordinance. Mr. May made a motion to approve a $250.00 water line tap-in fee, for a 

period of one year.  Mrs. Deere seconded the motion.   Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster-

Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. May-Yes, Mrs. Jones-Yes. The motion passed.   

Council discussed putting the tap-in fees and other pertinent information like this in the newsletter. 

 

Solicitor’s Report:  1. Davis Voice and Data.  Mr. Johnston noted he has been in contact with Mr. 

Davis and has drafted a contract for putting a repeater on our water tower.  The contract would 

include four cameras that Council could put somewhere.  Mr. Johnston stated he needs to finalize 

the contract with Mr. Davis and will present it for Council’s review. Council discussed what would 

be involved with an ordinance for the video collected.  Mr. Johnston stated Council needs to 

consider how they might like to deal with the data, how long to keep it, who can see it, etc.  Mr. 

Foster asked if we could have, an outside source be responsible for the cameras/data.  Mr. Johnston 

stated we could, but either way it is our responsibility.  He noted there would be a lot involved to 

do this. Council thought it would be a good idea to let the residents know what we might be 

considering and get their input. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOPA:  Mr. May reported the following: 

1. The Board discussed things they would like for appropriations-heat pump, pitched roof for 

the water plant. 

2. Tree Removal- seven trees are marked to be cut down. 

3. Sewer problems at residents- we need to require the residents to contact the BOPA first 

before they call someone to deal with septic tank issues. 

 

Old Business: 1. Rumpke Contract.  We have had questions about the cost of the tote for residents.  

Ms. Slagle contacted Liz Palmer; the tote is free with the low volume option only.  

2.  Huntington Bank Pooled Collateral/Depository Agreement.  No Report. 

 

New Business.  1.  Miami County Council.  Annual Dues is $30.00 this year.  Mr. James made a 

motion to approve joining Miami Council this year.  Mr. Foster seconded the motion.   Roll Call 

Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. May-Yes, Mrs. Jones-Yes. The motion 

passed.  

2.  Sewer/Water Plant Tree Removal.  We have two quotes to remove a total of seven trees from 

the water/sewer plants.  Colvin McFadden-$5000 for labor, $600.00 for chipper rental. 

Timberwolf - Sewer Plant- clear brush- $1450.00 Water Plant –remove trees and brush, chip -

$1250.00.  Council was not sure why there was such a big difference in price in the quotes, Mr. 

May suggested we make sure we are getting the same information for the same trees/brush.  We 

also were supposed to get a quote from Foster Tree Service.  We’ll table this until next meeting and 

try to make sure the same things are being quoted and see if Foster’s have a quote. 

3. Riverside. Invitation to an open house March 1, 1-3PM.  There is a flyer if anyone is interested. 

4.  Choice One.  Charity Golf Outing if anyone is interested. 

5.  Mayor/West Milton.  Letter from Anthony Miller offering assistance/collaboration to Laura. 

6.  Snow Plowing.  Mr. McKenna noted the last snow we had in town did not yield as much snow 

as was forecasted.  He did not think we got more than 1-1 1/2 inches of snow, but the streets were 

plowed and salted. He asked if Council thought there was enough snow to plow. Council discussed 

and decided to send a letter to Jason Hoop letting him know our contract states he is not supposed 

to plow unless there are 2 inches of snow.  If he is not sure, he should call the mayor or street 

committee members or anyone on Council.  Ms. Slagle will send the letter. 

 

Bills.  Mrs. Deere motioned to pay the following bills, Mr. Foster seconded the motion. Roll Call 

Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. May-Yes, Mrs. Jones-Yes. The motion 

passed.   

 

PERS   $686.99   DP&L           $1397.21 

Frontier     160.30   Linda McKenna    50.00 

Gretchen Slagle    390.75   Harry McKenna  109.99 

Shipman, Dixon   250.00   Laura Post Office   70.00 

Suburban Propane   191.45   Wertz Hardware   35.00 

Jason Hoop  1060.00   Jason Hoop  740.00 

Jason Hoop    620.00   Miami County Treas. 612.45 

Suburban Propane   142.02   Ohio Dept. of Tax   66.51 

Ohio School Dist.     89.61   Internal Revenue 730.35 

Alice Beck      36.72   Harry McKenna    36.72 

Gale Honeyman      36.94   Chris Foster    36.22 

Mark May      36.44  

        

Mrs. Deere motioned to close the meeting. Mr. James seconded the motion. All yeas, the 

motion passed. 

 

 

________________________  __________________________ 

Harry McKenna, Mayor   Gretchen Slagle, Clerk 
 

   


