
Village of Laura Council 

 

 
      7:00 PM                    May 14,           2018         
 

  

Attendees: Mayor- Harry McKenna, Council Members- Angela Deere, Chris Foster, Ken James, 

Mark May, Paula Jones. Fiscal Officer-Gretchen Slagle. Andrew Johnston-Solicitor, Others 

Present-Doris Rice, Mary Hefner, David Steagall, Jonathan Thompson, Brian Ingle.  Susan 

Supinger.  Deputy Adams and Deputy Lyons. 
 

Previous Minutes: 

Minutes of the April 9, 2018 meeting were read. Mrs. Deere made a motion to approve the minutes, 

with the following correction: Bills-add Mr. James’ Yes vote to the Roll Call Vote.  Mr. Foster 

seconded the motion.   Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. May-

Yes. Mrs. Jones-Abstain. The motion passed. 

 

Minutes of the May 4, 2018 Emergency Meeting were read.  Mr. May made a motion to approve 

the minutes with the following corrections: Add Mr. May to Attendees, Others Present- Mrs. 

Steagall’s first name is Christine.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. James-

Yes, Mr. May-Yes. Mrs. Jones-Yes. The motion passed. 

 

Citizens Comments:   1. 25 Laura Circle.  Mr. Steagall, Mrs. Rice and Mrs. Hefner were present 

to express their concerns about the property at the corner of Laura Circle and St. Rt. 571.  The yard 

and driveway are filled with junk cars and various debris.  The neighbors are concerned about their 

property values, safety, and the impression the property might make on visitors,   Mr. McKenna 

has spoken to Mr. Rex about the property and the work Mr. Rex has done on the ditch along St. Rt. 

571.  Council has sent two letters, the latest one asking that the property be cleaned up by March 

31.  We will be addressing this issue during the Solicitors Report. 

2.  Jonathan Thompson/Dumpster.  Mr. Thompson wanted to notify Council he would be doing 

some work on his house and would have a dumpster sitting on the street for about a month.   

3. BOPA/Dehumidifier.  Mr. Thompson also stated the BOPA made an emergency purchase of a 

dehumidifier for the Water Plant.  The old one quite working. 

4. State Treasurer’s Office/Public Records On Line.  Lauren Bowen of the State Treasurer’s office 

was present to talk about the public records program the State is working to implement.  They 

would like to get all government entities to join a State On Line Records website.  Using the UAN 

accounting system, our financial records would be available on line.  Council discussed and stated 

they would like to discuss later in the meeting and would let Ms. Bowen know their decision. 

5. Susan Supinger/ Annual Community Festival.  Mrs. Supinger noted she has or is working on 

getting a car show, kiddy tractor pull, Lucky the Clown Magic Show, caricature drawing, craft 

show and a few others possibilities.  She is trying to get sponsors to pay for the trophies for the car 

show, and other vendors. Mr. James expressed his appreciation for Mrs. Supinger’s help.  The 

festival is June 23. 

Solicitors Report:  1. Davis Voice & Data.  Mr. Johnston emailed us the contract.    

2.  25 Laura Circle.  See Citizen Comments above.  Mr. Johnson noted we have followed the 

Ordinance; we can get the process started of citing Mr. Rex.  We can also let the Sheriff’s 

Department know and they can issue a citation.  Council feels they have been very patient with this 

resident and indicated they are willing to take the next steps to get immediate action from Mr. Rex.  

Mr. Johnston stated we need to make sure the Sheriff’s Dept. has a copy of the ordinance, let them 

know we would like to get them involved and they could cite Mr. Rex for not cleaning up his 

property.  Council would like to do this.  We gave the Deputies a copy of the ordinance. 

Mr. May asked if we could beef up the penalties in our ordinance.  Mr. Johnston stated our 

definitions were good, but we might consider updating the penalties.  Mr. Johnston stated we have 

followed the ordinance; he’ll start the process of charging Mr. Rex.  He thinks we should see how 

Mr. Rex responds and see how the ordinance works through the system, then consider if we need to 

revise the ordinance.   

3. Sheriff’s Patrol.  Mr. James thanked the Sheriff’s Department for the extra patrolling they have 

done.  Mr. James asked if they might direct some of their time here to after 10:00 pm now that 

school was close to being out, kids will be running around after curfew.   

 

BOPA:  Mr. May reported the following: 

1. Received a quote for pumping septic tanks. 

2. Received a quote for gravel for the sewer plant. 

3. Discussed a composite tank as replacement for old septic tanks. 

4. New propane supplier. 

5. Trees are being cut.  Logs and brush are still here. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Old Business: 1.Ditch/St. Rt. 571/ Laura Circle.  Mr. McKenna stated he has contacted Bob’s 

Excavating to get a cost for repairing the broken field tile in this ditch.  Bob’s Excavating has a 

quote of $3300 for placing 289 feet of PVC drain tile along the ditch, replace the dirt and reseed.  

Mrs. Deere made a motion to approve the ditch repair.  Mr. May seconded the motion.  Roll Call 

Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. May-Yes, Mrs. Jones-Yes. The motion 

passed.   

2.  Plat Maps.  Mr. McKenna has the updated plat maps.  There is no binder for these maps.  Mr. 

McKenna has a cost of $250.00 for a cover.  Mrs. Deere made a motion to approve $250.00 for a 

cover, Mr. Foster seconded the motion.   Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. 

James-Yes, Mr. May-Yes, Mrs. Jones-Yes. The motion passed.   

3. One Call Now.  Ms. Slagle stated we have an invoice for $33.07 for renewal of One Call Now 

Contract and 250 additional call units.  Council would like to see the contract, we were not aware 

of a renewal fee. 

4.  Davis Voice and Data.  Mr. May made a motion to enter into a contract with Davis Voice and 

Data for internet service for the Village Building, Sewer plant and Fire Department.  Davis Voice 

and Data will put a repeater on our water tower.  Mrs. Deere seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: 

Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. May-Yes, Mrs. Jones-Yes. The motion 

passed.   

5.  Town Clean Up.  Council members will walk a section of town and identify the properties that 

need some attention.   

6.  Bluegrass in the Park.  See above. 

 

New Business.  1.  Bulldogs in Service.  Milton Union students did a good job of painting the 

concession stand at the park, they didn’t quite get finished.  We will send a thank you note to Mr. 

Dickison at the high school.   

2. Mulch/Playground Equipment.  Mrs. Jones asked about placing mulch and lawn timbers around 

the playground equipment. The gravel is getting thin; mulch would help with weed control and 

safety.  She will try to get some prices for next meeting.   

3.  Newspapers/Phone Books.  Mrs. Deere asked if there could be anything done about businesses 

that come through town and throw papers/phone books everywhere in people’s yard.  Could they 

put these items on porches instead of in bushes and yards? 

4.  State Treasurer Office/On Line Records.  Council discussed putting Village records on line.  

Ms. Slagle had concerns about how some Clerks from other districts say the records are pooled into 

groups that sometime skew actual reports.  Council asked if we have had many requests for 

financial records.  Ms. Slagle thought of one request since 2002 when she became clerk.  Council 

decided they were not interested in the on line records at this time.  Ms. Slagle will notify Ms. 

Bowen. 

 

Bills.  Mrs. Deere motioned to pay the following bills, Mr. Foster seconded the motion. Roll Call 

Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. May-Yes. The motion passed.   

 

PERS    $686.99   DP&L           $1124.39 

Frontier      160.30   Linda McKenna    50.00 

Gretchen Slagle       390.75   Harry McKenna  109.99 

Shipman, Dixon      230.00   Menards  164.02 

Treasurer of State   384.00  Suburban Propane 222.37 

 

Mrs. Deere motioned to close the meeting. Mr. May seconded the motion. All yeas, the 

motion passed. 

 

 

________________________  __________________________ 

Harry McKenna, Mayor   Gretchen Slagle, Clerk 
 


