
Village of Laura Council 

 
 

  
            7:00 PM                          July 11,                        2016         
 

 

Attendees: Mayor- Ed Guess, Council Members-Angela Deere Chris Foster, Gale Honeyman, 

Alice Beck, Ken James, Harry McKenna, Fiscal Officer-Gretchen Slagle. Andrew Johnston-

Solicitor.  Others Present: Analytical Associates- Monte Edwards, Donavan Tumbusch, Evan 

James, Eldon Hinkle, Mark May, Johnathon Thompson.  
 

Previous Minutes: 

Minutes of the June 13, 2016 meeting were read.  Mr. McKenna made a motion to accept the 

minutes.  Mr. Foster seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere – Abstain, Mr. Foster-Yes, 

Mr. Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.   

 

 

Citizens Comments:   1. Monte Edwards/Analytical Associates.  Mr. Edwards was present to 

present to Council and members of BOPA his findings after evaluating our water system in order to 

make recommendations of how to deal with the high lead/copper levels in the water in town. 

Detailed plans were handed out to Council and BOPA members.  Mr. Edwards has looked at all the 

data from last year’s lab testing and will continue to do some investigating and testing of water at 

different places around town.  He feels the best thing to do to control the lead/copper is to install a 

phosphate system that will pump a phosphate into our water that will bind the lead and copper and 

allow a film to form on the inside of the pipes, the film will protect the lead/copper from dissolving  

into the water.  His company works with and recommends using Artesian of Pioneer to install the 

phosphate system.  We use Artesian for some of our repairs and maintenance at the plants.  Mr. 

Edwards will oversee the whole process of getting a permit from the EPA, and overseeing 

installation of the system.  The estimated cost of the phosphate system with Artesian of Pioneer 

doing the installation is between $11,000 and $12,000 dollars. Estimated cost including Analytical 

Associates cost would be around $15,000 Dollars. 

Mr. Edwards noted doing a chlorine study as he is gathering data, he will make some 

recommendations to help improve the chlorine distribution system.  Discussion with Mr. Edwards.  

The BOPA members will take this information to their meeting on July 14 and discuss their plans 

to progress. 

 

Solicitor’s Report.  1. Hometown Cable Contract.  Mr. Johnston has sent a letter of termination to 

Hometown Cable and told them to remove the equipment from the water tower.  Mr. Johnston 

noted we may have to address how to get the equipment off of the tower if Hometown doesn’t 

remove it.  We can turn off the system at the electrical box if we need to. 

2.  2911 Pemberton /7 Pike St.  We still have two property owners who have not cleaned their 

property since we sent a letter asking them to clean them.  Mr. Johnston asked if Council would 

like him to send a formal letter to these owners.  Council stated yes, send them a letter.  Mr. 

Honeyman noted we have sent a yearly letter to the property owner at the corner of Chestnut and 

Second St., asking him to move his trailer that is sitting in the street as a result of an easement 

given to the owner to install a pool.  Mr. Boggs moves the trailer for a while, but it always ends up 

sitting in the street again.  Mr. Johnston recommended calling the Sheriff. 

2. Tumbusch/Evans/Street Sign Painting.  Donavan Tumbusch and Evan James presented a 

proposal to paint the stop sign posts and street sign posts  around town. There are around 200 signs 

in town.   Their proposal was for $5.00 per sign. Council will by the paint and supplies.  Mrs. Beck 

noted they should keep track of how many posts they paint.  Council agreed the signs should be 

painted by September 15th.   Mrs. Beck made a motion to approve the proposal to pain the street 

sign posts.  Mr. Foster seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere – Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, 

Mr. Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Abstain, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.   

 

BOPA.   

1.  See Citizen’s Comments #1   

 

Old Business:  

1. Street Sign Post Painting.  See Citizen’s Comment #2. 

2. Weeds at Park.  Mr. McKenna has taken care of the weeds. 

3. Curb Painting.  West Milton will paint our curbs when they have time. 

4.  Bluegrass/Park.  The event went well. Good Job Mr. James in coordinating this. 

5.  Miami Valley Lighting Contract.  Tabled  

 

New Business:  1. Sink Hole/South Main St.  There is a sink hole at the edge of town down by the 

sewer plant.  Mr. Guess called Wagner Paving and asked them to look at the hole.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Printer.  Ms. Slagle asked if Council would be interested in donating or selling a printer/     

computer.  She’ll try to come up with a value for these. 

3.  Internet.  Mrs. Beck made a motion to have Ms. Slagle get some kind of internet so she can file 

reports and carry out business.  Mr. McKenna seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere – 

Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The 

motion passed.   

4.  Camera.  Ms. Slagle noted she would like to buy a camera for village use, it would be useful for 

the BOPA also.  Council discussed.  Mr. James made a motion to allow up to $50.00 to purchase a 

camera.  Mrs. Deere seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere – Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. 

Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.   

5. 2017 Budget/ Resolution 7-16.  The 2017 Budget was presented and reviewed.  Mrs. Beck made 

a motion to approve this resolution.  Mr. Honeyman seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. 

Deere – Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-

Yes. The motion passed.   

 

Bills: 

Mr. Honeyman motioned to pay the following Bills; Mr. McKenna seconded the motion.   Roll 

Call Vote: Mrs. Deere -Yes Mr. Foster –Yes, Mr. Honeyman- Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, 

Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.   

 

PERS    $614.99  DP&L    $1199.35 

Frontier      165.70  Linda McKenna         50.00  

Gretchen Slagle      378.40  Ed Guess       108.43 

Aren Corp     114.75  Shipman, Dixon      210.00  

Brothers Publishing    144.50  Dennis Delk       200.00   

Michael Patrick     300.00  Daryl Duncan       425.00 

J & C Construction    545.00  Aren Corp       114.75 

        

Mrs. Deere motioned to close the meeting. Mrs. Beck seconded the motion. All yeas, the motion 

passed. 

 

 

________________________   __________________________ 

Ed Guess, Mayor    Gretchen Slagle, Clerk 

 

     

 


