
Village of Laura Council 

 
 

  
             7:00 PM                    August 8,                 2016         
 

 

Attendees: Mayor- Ed Guess, Council Members-Angela Deere, Chris Foster, Alice Beck, Ken 

James, Harry McKenna, Fiscal Officer-Gretchen Slagle. Andrew Johnston-Solicitor.  Excused-Gale 

Honeyman. Others Present- Jackie Rike, Evan James, Mark May. 
 

Previous Minutes: 

Minutes of the July 11, 2016 meeting were read.  Mr. McKenna made a motion to accept the 

minutes with the following corrections:  Old Business # 1-Street sign post painting should be 

referenced to Solicitor’s Report # 2 and in Bills- one of the Arens entries should be deleted.  Mr. 

Foster seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere – Abstain, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mrs. Beck-

Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.   

 

Citizens Comments:   1. Jackie Rike of 9 Fourth Street was present to ask about some of the 

properties in town that need mowed, cleaned up, etc.  She noted that our town used to be well kept 

but now, some of the properties need attention.  She expressed concern about dogs that are not 

leashed, a truck with expired plates and a trailer along Third St and weeds all at the same property.  

Ms. Rike stated that with cars parked on Pike St. between S. Main and Chestnut St, there’s just one 

lane to travel and you have to wait if a car is coming at you, the cars are traveling pretty fast 

through there. 

Ms. Rike mentioned that the items in the newsletter about keeping properties clean, junk cars, 

curfew and dogs being leashed should be enforced.  Council noted they try to send letters to 

residents when issues need to be addressed, it can get expensive to follow through with penalties, 

especially if the issue is addressed, but then the problem occurs again, the process starts all over for 

each violation.  Council noted the leashed dog issue is also difficult. Pictures, video are helpful, but 

you must contact the sheriff for this issue.   Pike St. has no parking along different sides of the 

street; this has always been this way.   

2.  Street Sign Post Painting.  Evan James reported that 48 green posts and 22 black posts have 

been painted.  A lot of the sign posts have wasp nests in them.  Evan’s father, Ken James purchased 

wasp spray for the two boys.  Mrs. Beck made a motion to reimburse Mr. James for the wasp spray 

he purchased, Mrs. Deere seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere – Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, 

Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.   

 

Solicitor’s Report.  1.   2911 Pemberton /7 Pike St.  Things are being cleaned up at 2911 

Pemberton Rd.  We’ll wait until next meeting to decide what Council will do. 

2.  Parking on Chestnut St. /12 Second St.  Mr. Johnston noted the sheriff should be called if the 

property owner continues to park their trailer and/or car in the street.  We could put up a no parking 

sign or we could write a new ordinance for this. 

3.  Hometown Cable.  The equipment has been removed from the water tower. 

 

BOPA.   

1.  Henry Cress/Septic Tank at 112 N. Main St.  Mr. Cress asked about having the septic tank 

removed at this property.  He is using the property  as a place for his construction equipment.  Mr. 

Cress hasn’t decided, he wanted to check to see if he could have the tank pulled.  Council noted the 

property is not zoned business and probably needs the tank left alone, it’s a BOPA issue. 

2.  Analytical Associates/Lead/Copper.  We have contracted with this business to correct the 

lead/copper problem.  They will be starting to work with the village soon. 

3.  Hydrant Flushing.  Hydrants will be flushed soon.    

 

Old Business:  

1. Sink Hole/Sewer Plant.  Wagner Paving has not looked at the sink hole yet, the hole is getting 

bigger.  We’ll check with Daryl Cress to see if he can look at it. 

2.  Printer-No report. 

3. Miami Valley Lighting.  Council reviewed the new contract and decided they would like to 

speak with a representative about the contract.  Ms. Slagle will contact MVL and a special meeting 

will be set up. 

4.  Internet.  We now have Frontier as our internet provider. 

5.  Curb Painting.  West Milton will paint our curbs, when they have available time. 

 

New Business:  1. Election/Sept. 13.  Mrs. Beck noted a special election on this date. 

2.  Resolution 8-16/2016 Assessments.  This resolution was presented and reviewed.  Mr. 

McKenna made a motion to approve Resolution 8-16, assessing delinquent utility and mowing bills 

to the property owner.  Mr. Foster seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere – Yes, Mr. 

Foster-Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  Salary/Mayor.  Mr. McKenna noted that it’s been a long time since the salary of the mayor has 

been reviewed.  Ms. Slagle stated she thought it might be regulated by the ORC; she would look 

into this for the next meeting. 

4. 6 Second St/Tall Grass/Weeds.  Council will address properties that need mowed, cleaned, etc. 

next meeting. 

 

Bills: 

Mr. James motioned to pay the following Bills; Mrs. Beck seconded the motion.   Roll Call Vote: 

Mrs. Deere -Yes Mr. Foster –Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion 

passed.   

 

PERS    $614.99  DP&L    $1234.33 

Frontier      165.72  Linda McKenna         50.00  

Gretchen Slagle      378.40  Ed Guess       108.43 

Terry Zellers   1145.00  Shipman, Dixon      150.00  

Shipman, Dixon,      594.0             Wagner Paving                           10,000.00  

Wertz Hardware    127.22             Internal Revenue                              728.94 

School District       94.60             Ohio Dept. of Tax                              61.01 

  

Mrs. Deere motioned to close the meeting. Mrs. Beck seconded the motion. All yeas, the motion 

passed. 

 

 

________________________   __________________________ 

Ed Guess, Mayor    Gretchen Slagle, Clerk 

 

     

 


