
Village of Laura Council 

  
             7:00 PM                     January 11,                  2016         
 

 

Attendees: Council Members- Chris Foster, Gale Honeyman, Alice Beck, Harry McKenna, Clerk -Gretchen 

Slagle, Andrew Johnston-Solicitor.  Others Present- Angie Deere, Jonathan Thompson, Ed Guess, Ken James, and 

Mark May. 

 

Council noted they would start with the organizational meeting. Without an elected mayor, Mr. McKenna made a 

motion to have Mrs. Beck run the meeting, Mr. Foster seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mr. Foster –Yes, Mr. 

Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-Abstain, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.   

 

Mr. Johnston noted there were 2 Council seats, 1 BOPA seat and the Mayor’s seat that expired in December. He 

suggested we appoint people to the vacant seats, until the next general election held in November of 2017.  These 4 

year terms will expire December 31, 2019. 

 

Mrs. Beck opened the floor to the residents present as to their intentions at the meeting.   Ken James and Angela 

Deere were interested in the open Council seats; Ed Guess was interested in the Mayor’s seat.  Mark May stated 

“no comment”, Johnathan Thompson was interested in the BOPA open seat. 

 

Mr. Foster made a motion to appoint Ken James to an open Council seat, Mrs. Beck seconded the motion. Roll Call 

Vote: Mr. Foster –Yes, Mr. Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.    

 

Mr. McKenna made a motion to appoint Ed Guess to a vacant Council seat.   Mr. Foster seconded the motion.  Roll 

Call Vote:  Mr. Foster –Yes, Mr. Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-No, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion 

passed.   

 

Mr. Johnston swore in Mr. James and Mr. Guess.  Their terms expire December 31, 2019. 

 

Mr. Guess made a motion to appoint Jonathon Thompson to the vacant BOPA seat.  Mr. Foster seconded the 

motion.  Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Guess-Yes, Mr. Foster –Yes, Mr. Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes,  

Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.   

 

Mr. Johnston swore in Mr. Thompson .  This term expires December 31, 2019.   

 

Mr. Johnston stated we could fill the mayor’s seat with an appointed President of Council.  Mr. McKenna made a 

motion to appoint Mrs. Beck as President of Council.  Mrs. Beck declined the appointment.   Mr. McKenna made a 

motion to appoint Mr. Guess as President of Council, Mr. Foster seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote:  Mr. Guess-

Abstain, Mr. Foster –Yes, Mr. Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes,  Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion 

passed.   

 

As President of Council, Mr. Guess has the option to retain his Council seat and be Acting Mayor, this would mean 

we’d have 5 Council members, or Mr. Guess could give up his Council seat and be Mayor.  Mr. Guess chose to 

give up his Council seat and become Mayor. 

 

Mr. Beck made a motion to appoint Angela Deere to Council for Mr. Guess’ vacated seat.  Mr. Honeyman 

seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mr. Foster –Yes, Mr. Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. 

McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.   

 

Mr. Johnston swore in Mrs. Deere.  This term expires December 31, 2019.   

 

Mrs. Beck noted there may be a seat available on the BOPA.  Mr. May would be willing to serve on that Board. 

Mr. McKenna made a motion to elect Mrs. Beck as President of Council, Mr. Foster seconded the motion. Roll Call 

Vote:  Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster –Yes, Mr. Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-Abstain, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-

Yes. The motion passed.   
 



Previous Minutes:   

Minutes of the December 14, 2015 meeting were read.  Mr. McKenna made a motion to accept the minutes with the 

following corrections:  Citizen’s Comments:  Ms. Whitt owns the property at 104 S. Main St.,  BOPA #2- The 

water rate for each water utility would be increased $3.00 per month.  Mr. Foster seconded the motion.  Roll Call 

Vote:  Mrs. Deere-Abstain, Mr. Foster –Yes, Mr. Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-

Yes. The motion passed.   

 

Citizens Comments:   1.None  

 

Solicitor’s Report.  1.  Clerk/Fiscal Officer.  Council needs to consider a contract for this position, things like 

hours, salary, job description (would remain the same), etc.   We have the ordinance for the Fiscal Officer in place; 

we’ll need to set an ordinance for salary, etc.  We’ll need to advertise the position.   

 

2016 Committees.     

Building—Mrs. Deere, Mr. McKenna   Zoning-Mr. Honeyman 

Street—Mrs. Beck, Mr. McKenna   Park—Mr. Foster, Mr. James 

BOPA—Mr. McKenna, Mr. James   Finance—Mrs. Beck, Mr. Honeyman 

Records Retention—Council    Miami County—Mr. Guess 

 

BOPA.   

1.  The Clerk discussed the possibility of reducing the Water Main Replacement fee from $6.00 to $4.00 per water 

utility per month.  There is currently around $27,000 in this account, we could lower this fee and increase the water 

utility fee per month by $2.00 without increasing residents rater.  The Board would like to take a little more time to 

consider their actions. 

   

Old Business:  1. Street Flooding/204 Chestnut St.  Mrs. Beck noted speaking with the resident at 204 Chestnut St.  

R.D. Williams had stated the street was flooding in front of his house with all the recent rain.  The storm drain on 

this property was not draining the water; he couldn’t get to his sidewalk without walking through lots of water.   

Mr. Williams spoke with the Mayor earlier.  Mrs. Beck contacted S & V Bowman Excavating.  Mrs. Bowman 

looked at the drain and noted it was clogged.  Steve Bowman cleared the drain at no charge.  Thank you Mr. and 

Mrs. Bowman. 

2.  407 Chestnut/Storm Sewer/Shut off Valve.  No Report. 

3.  Emergency Light Batteries.   No Report. 

 

New Business:  1. None   

 

Bills: 

Mr. Foster motioned to pay the following Bills; Mr. McKenna seconded the motion.   Roll Call Vote: Mr. May–

Yes, Mr. Foster –Yes, Mr. Honeyman- Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes,  Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion 

passed.   

 

PERS    $607.79  DP&L                 1135.39 

Frontier      165.82  Linda McKenna        50.00  

Gretchen Slagle      364.68  Ed Guess      108.43 

Ohio Municipal League    225.00  Menards        19.07  

Staples        42.99  Shipman Livingston     275.00 

Moulton Gas     361.53  Hamler-Gingrich Ins.     225.00 

           

Mrs. Beck motioned to close the meeting. Mrs. Deere seconded the motion. All yeas, the motion passed. 

 

 

________________________   __________________________ 

Ed Guess, Mayor    Gretchen Slagle, Clerk 

 

  

    

 


