
Village of Laura Council 

 
 

  
             7:00 PM                    April 11,                 2016         
 

 

Attendees: Mayor- Ed Guess, Council Members- Angie Deere, Gale Honeyman, Alice Beck, Ken 

James, Harry McKenna, Clerk -Gretchen Slagle, Andrew Johnston-Solicitor.    Absent:  Chris 

Foster. 
 

Previous Minutes. 

Minutes of the March 14, 2016 meeting were read.  Mrs. Beck made a motion to accept the 

minutes.  Mr. McKenna seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Honeyman-

Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.   

 

Citizens Comments:   1. Fire Hydrants.  Wagner Paving will be fixing the fire hydrant at 13 Laura 

Circle and maybe at the park. 

 

Solicitor’s Report.  1. Leak/Archer/7 Second St.  The BOPA was notified of a possible leak by a 

neighbor of this address.  Bruce Peacock’s basement walls are wet, this happened before when 

there was a water leak at the 7 Second St. apartments.   Mr. Hinkle has checked around the house 

with Mr. Peacock and can’t see any indication of a leak around the house.  Can the BOPA ask the 

renters if we can check for leaks?   Mr. Johnston noted we shouldn’t do anything.  We can’t go 

inside the house.  We can talk to the owner and give him a heads up there might be a leak and ask 

him to check. 

 

BOPA.   

1.  See Solicitor’s Report No. 1 

2. Septic Tank /2770 Pemberton Rd.  There were roots in a septic tank at this address that caused 

problems for the residents.  Bob’s Excavating removed the roots. 

3.  Septic Tank Replacement.  We are currently replacing the plastic tanks with concrete tanks if 

the old tanks leak.  The Board has information from Analytical Associates about different tanks 

that we might consider installing when we replace tanks.  The newer tanks would be compatible 

with our system and would be compatible with a system we were shown by Analytical Associates.  

4.  We’ve been notified by OWDA the interest rate on our some of our loans have been reduced. 

   

Old Business:  

 1. Ordinance 4-16/ OWDA Water Rate Change Ordinance.  The third reading of this ordinance 

was read.  Mrs. Deere made a motion to approve this ordinance, Mr. McKenna seconded the 

motion.    Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, 

Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.   

2.  Ordinance 4-16A/Fiscal Officer Salary.  This ordinance was read as an emergency ordinance.  

Mr. James made a motion to approve the new salary for the fiscal officer, Mrs. Dear seconded the 

motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. 

McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.   

3.  Street Cleaning.  West Milton will be cleaning the streets next week. Mr. McKenna made a 

motion to have West Milton clean the streets twice a year for the same terms as last year- $200.00 

in the spring and $250.00 in the fall, Mrs. Deere seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-

Yes, Mr. Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.    

4.  Port-a-Pot/Park.  Mr. James contacted our insurance company about coverage if we have a port-

john at the park.  We’re covered.  Council discussed and decided to keep the port-a-john up at the 

park through October.   Mr. James made a motion to hire Mobile Sanitation Solutions to install and 

service a handicap port-a-john at the park from May 1-October 31, 2016 for $120.00 per month, 

with a $20.00 delivery fee.  Mr. Honeyman seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, 

Mr. Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.   

5.  Mote & Associates Grant/Potsdam.  Mr. Guess stated he didn’t get a chance to research this and 

the deadline passed. 

 

New Business:  1. Hometown Cable Contract.  We have a contract renewal notice for internet with 

this cable company.  We’ve been trying to get them to come out to the sewer plant and get internet 

access there; they haven’t shown once or twice.  It was also noted that Mr. Kessler stated he would 

replace the light on the water tower if we ever needed it.  The light is out.  Ms. Slagle will contact 

Hometown Cable and see if they will replace the light and see about getting internet at the sewer 

plant.  We’ll renew the contract if we can get these things done. 

 

Park.  1.  Shelter House Gables.  We have a quote from Erinn Guess to repair the gables for 

$820.00.  We’ll try to get some other quotes. 

2.  Entertainment.  Mr. James asked if Council might consider a band performing at the park 

sometime this summer.  He has found a Bluegrass band- Sugar Grove, that would perform for 2 

hours for $425.00 on June 25th.  Most bands average $650-$1400 to perform.  Mr. James has 

arranged a food truck to be there.  The Fire Dept. will provide the water and electric if needed. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 Mr. James asked for input as to if Council would be interested in doing something like this, be 

willing to fund this or if we could ask for donations.  Council discussed. 

Mr. James made a motion to approve up to $600.00 to contract with a bluegrass band to perform at 

the park.  Mrs. Deere seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Honeyman-Yes, 

Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.   

Mr. James is willing to work on trimming trees and painting the shelter at the park.  Wagner Paving 

has offered the use of their mulcher in the past.  We can ask if they would let us use the mulcher. 

3.  Community Garage Sale.  We usually have the garage sale the first weekend in June.  This year 

it will be June 2-4. 

4.  Newsletter.  Council discussed items to put in a newsletter. Mr. Honeyman will work on it. 

 

Streets.  1.  Mrs. Beck noted a couple of alleys are getting pretty bad, the alley behind the Post 

Office, and 4th Street are examples.  We may want to look at fixing some of the cracks in other 

streets.  Mr. Guess will contact Wagner Paving and get some prices for repaving some alleys and 

fixing cracks. 

2.  Stop Signs.  Mr. McKenna has noted there are 5 stop signs around town that need replaced.  He 

thinks if we get a couple of extra signs and a sign post, we’ll be in good shape.  The cost for 7 signs 

and a post would be around $205.00.  Mrs. Deere made a motion to purchase 7 stop signs and a 

post from Miami County Engineers, Mr. James seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-

Yes, Mr. Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.   

 

Bills: 

Mr. McKenna motioned to pay the following Bills; Mrs. Beck seconded the motion.   Roll Call 

Vote: Mrs. Deere–Yes, Mr. Foster –Yes, Mr. Honeyman- Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes,  

Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.   

 

PERS    $607.79  DP&L                 1319.11 

Frontier      165.82  Linda McKenna        50.00  

Gretchen Slagle      364.68  Ed Guess      108.43 

Miami County Engineers    32.00    

            

Mr. McKenna motioned to close the meeting. Mr. James seconded the motion. All yeas, the motion 

passed. 

 

 

________________________   __________________________ 

Ed Guess, Mayor    Gretchen Slagle, Clerk 

 

  

    

 

 


