Village of Laura Council

7:00 PM February 8, 2016

Attendees: Mayor- Ed Guess, Council Members- Angie Deere, Chris Foster, Gale Honeyman,
Alice Beck, Harry McKenna, Clerk -Gretchen Slagle, Andrew Johnston-Solicitor. Others Present-
Jonathon Thompson, Mark May, Eldon Hinkle, Bryce Schmitmeyer-Access Industry.

Excused- Ken James.

Previous Minutes.

Minutes of the January 11, 2016 meeting were read. Mr. McKenna made a motion to accept the
minutes with the following corrections: Committees- Mr. McKenna is on the Zoning Committee
with Mr. Honeyman, Bills- Strike Mr. May’s name and replace with a Yes vote by Mrs. Deere. Mr.
Foster seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster —Yes, Mr. Honeyman-
Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.

Citizens Comments: 1.Mr. Schmitmeyer of Access Industry had been contacted by Mr. Hinkle of
the BOPA about possible solutions to the lead and copper problem we have with our water. Mr.
Schmitmeyer informed us that he didn’t think his firm was the right match for our problem and
suggested Analytical Associates as a solution; Monte Edwards would be the contact person. This
company has worked with Christiansburg on similar problems, and Analytical Associates also have
personnel to run utility plants. Council thanked Mr. Schmitmeyer for coming to present this
information.

Mr. Hinkle noted speaking with a representative of Mote and Associates about engineering the
project to install a system to coat the water lines to help solve the lead and copper problem, the
estimated cost for Mote and Associate to come look at the plant and advise us would run $1200-
$1500.

2. Garage Zoning. Jonathan Thompson is interested in building a garage at the back of his
property at 101 Chestnut St. He has looked around town; existing structures near the alleys tend to
run 6-8 feet from the edge of the road. He would like to know if he could build his garage on the
existing 20 x 20’ foundation. Mr. Guess noted we’ll have to look at the existing foundation and
look at the zoning rules, the existing foundation would probably work. Mr. Thompson needs to
draw up something that would give dimensions as to where the garage would be, how far from the
alleys, neighbors, and the dimensions of the garage. The Zoning Board doesn’t meet on a regular
schedule so when Mr. Thompson has the drawing ready, he needs to contact Mr. Guess.

BOPA Vacant Seat. Mr. Thompson informed Council he had received a resignation letter from
Mr. Hinkle effective February 2. Mark May has informed us he is interested in the vacant seat.

Mrs. Beck made a motion to appoint Mark May to the vacant BOPA seat, Mr. Honeyman seconded
the motion. Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster —Yes, Mr. Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-
Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.

Mr. Guess swore in Mr. May to the BOPA. The term for this seat expires December 31, 2017.

Solicitor’s Report. 1. Utility Salary Rates. The BOPA has asked if we can change our Utility
Salaries Ordinance that define the salary paid the people who run our water and sewer plants to
include the words “up to” $100.00 or up to” $600.00 for the positions. The Board feels the
current ordinance does not allow us to negotiate any with our salaries. They feel they may be able
to fill the positions for less salary, if we can negotiate the salary. Mr. Johnston noted we can
change the wording of an ordinance, but does not advise it, but we can change it.

Mr. Johnston stated according to the Ohio Revised Code, the BOPA has the power to make their
own by-laws, hire and fire employees and set salary regulations for the water and sewer. Mr. May
asked if the BOPA can hire a licensed operator for the plants. Mr. Johnston said yes they could.
Mr. May asked if they could make the hiring date retroactive, Mr. Johnston noted we could.

2. Clerk/Fiscal Officer Position. Council will hold a special meeting next Monday, February 15 at
7:00pm to discuss salary, duties, etc.

BOPA.

1. Water License Renewed. Mr. Hinkle renewed his license for two more years.

2. The Board discussed the water rate increase of $2.00 per month. They want to stay with the
plan to lower the Water Replacement rate from $6.00 per month to $4.00 per month. They will
look at other possible changes when the sewer loan is paid off in 2017.



Old Business: 1. OWDA Water Rate Change Ordinance. The first reading of this ordinance
occurred.

2. 407 Chestnut/Storm Sewer/Shut off Valve. No Report.

3. Emergency Light Batteries. Mr. Foster noted the emergency light in the break area is not
working, and the terminals in the emergency light above the front door are corroded. Yankee
Electric installed the lights. Mrs. Beck made a motion to contact Yankee to repair or replace the
lights, Mr. Foster seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster —Yes, Mr.
Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.

New Business: 1. Flag. Mrs. Deere has a flag that was donated by the Fire Department. Thanks
to the Fire Department.

2. Annual Dues/ Miami County Council. Mrs. Beck made a motion to approve $30.00 for
membership to Miami County Council. Mr. Foster seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote: Mrs.
Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster —Yes, Mr. Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion
passed.

Bills:

Mr. McKenna motioned to pay the following Bills; Mr. Foster seconded the motion. Roll Call
Vote: Mrs. Deere—Yes, Mr. Foster —Yes, Mr. Honeyman- Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes.
The motion passed.

PERS $607.79 DP&L 1263.00
Frontier 165.82 Linda McKenna 50.00
Gretchen Slagle 364.68 Ed Guess 108.43
Excel Property Maint. 1325.00 Piqua Battery 208.89
Internal Revenue 533.46 Treasurer State Ohio Tax 56.50
Treasure State School Tax 104.36 Shipman, Dixon 190.00
Jim Stubbs 554.13 Hamler-Gingrich 225.00

Mrs. Beck motioned to close the meeting. Mrs. Deere seconded the motion. All yeas, the motion
passed.

Ed Guess, Mayor Gretchen Slagle, Clerk



