Village of Laura Council

7:00 PM March 14, 2016

Attendees: Mayor- Ed Guess, Council Members- Angie Deere, Chris Foster, Gale Honeyman,
Alice Beck, Ken James, Harry McKenna, Clerk -Gretchen Slagle, Andrew Johnston-Solicitor.
Others Present- Jonathan Thompson, Mark May, Doug Baker, Daniel Baker.

Previous Minutes.

Minutes of the February 8, 2016 meeting were read. Mr. McKenna made a motion to accept the
minutes with the following correction: Solicitor’s Report #1: Mr. May asked if we could make the
pay for a hired employee retroactive to the date they started work. Mr. Johnston stated we could.
Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster —Yes, Mr. Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-
Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.

Citizens Comments: 1. Daniel Baker-Fire Chief wanted to let Council know they were not
awarded a grant for the purchase of the MARCS radios. The fire department doesn’t have enough
money to purchase the radios; Mr. Baker noted the County Commissioners are going to try to help.
2. House Fire/10921 St. Rt. 571. Mr. Baker also wanted to let Council know when the Fire Dept.
went to the fire at this residence, the hydrant at the park was not functional, it was frozen. There
was a leak in the hydrant, and with the cold weather, the water in the hydrant had frozen. The fire
department had to move the hoses to another hydrant. In this case, the house was engulfed before
the department had a chance to get started and the frozen hydrant wasn’t such an issue, but this will
not always be the case. Mr. Baker informed Council there were four hydrants that needed repaired
or replaced around town. Hydrants at the park, 207 Chestnut St., 304 Ludlow St. and 13 Laura
Circle have issues that could cause delays in the ability of the fire department to fight fires. Mr.
Thompson noted the BOPA will address these hydrants.

3. Ambulance Board/Doug Baker. Mr. Baker noted that Union Township residents have a mutual
aid agreement with some surrounding entities that should allow Union Township residents free
ambulance services. Phillipsburg had billed a Laura resident for their services, but the resident
isn’t obligated to pay due to the mutual aid agreement. Mr. Baker noted they were working to make
sure residents were not charged if a mutual aid ambulance responded in the township.

4. Garage/101 Chestnut St. Mr. Thompson is ready to start building his garage; he has some
pictures and would like to set a meeting with the Zoning Board. Mr. Guess will contact the other
members and arrange a date to meet.

Solicitor’s Report. 1. Utility Salaries. Mr. May asked Mr. Johnston about setting salaries and the
issues Mr. Johnston has with using the words “up to” in our ordinances for salaries for the BOPA.
Mr. Johnston and Mr. May discussed writing a contract that would include reviews, recommend
raises at certain times, etc. The Board would be able to use these items in the contract to anticipate
potential raises and be able to do appropriations accordingly.

2. Hometown Internet. We have a 5 year contract renewal from Hometown Internet. They provide
free internet to the village building, sewer plant and fire house in exchange for letting them put
equipment on the water tower. There is no internet at the sewer plant. The Clerk will contact
Hometown and see if they can fix the problem at the sewer plant. Council will sign the contract
when there is internet at the sewer plant.

3. Emergency Salary for Water Employees/ Resolution 3-16. This Resolution establishing new
salaries for the water employees was read. Mrs. Deere made a motion to approve this Resolution,
Mr. Foster seconded the motion. Roll Call VVote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster —Yes, Mr.
Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.

4. Employment Agreement of Fiscal Officer/Resolution 3-16A/Fiscal Officer Position. This
Resolution was read Mr. James made a motion to approve this Resolution, Mr. McKenna seconded
the motion. Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster —Yes, Mr. Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-
Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.

Mr. Johnston has prepared the contract for the Fiscal Officer Position. Mrs. Deere made a motion
to approve the 2 year contract and enter into an agreement with Ms. Slagle as the Fiscal Officer.
Mr. Foster seconded the motion. Roll Call VVote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster —Yes, Mr.
Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.

BOPA.
1. See Solicitor’s Report No. 1.

Old Business: 1. OWDA Water Rate Change Ordinance. The second reading of this ordinance
occurred.

2. Terry Zellers was contacted and is interested in mowing this year for the same amount as last
year- $125.00 per mow. Mr. Honeyman made a motion to approve Mr. Zellers to mow the village
properties for 2016, Mrs. Beck seconded the motion. Roll Call VVote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster —
Yes, Mr. Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.



New Business: 1. Resolution 3-16B/2016 Appropriations. The appropriations have been prepared
and were presented for review. Mr. McKenna made a motion to approve Resolution 3-16B, the
2016 Appropriations, Mrs. Beck seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr.
Foster —Yes, Mr. Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion
passed.

2. Truck/Street Sign Damage Pike and Main St. Mr. McKenna noted a semi hitting the street sign
at the 4 way stop. The truck was from Star Trucking/Covenant Transportation. Mr. McKenna
called them, called the Sheriff and spoke to an adjuster. Mr. McKenna didn’t know if anything
would come from speaking with the adjuster. He contacted the Miami County Engineer’s Office
about getting parts to repair the sign. The cost for a pole is $25.00, and $14.00 for two brackets,
the street signs are still good. Mrs. Beck made a motion to approve $39.00 for repairing the street
sign, Mr. Foster seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster —Yes, Mr.
Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.

3. Local Government Officials Conference/Clerk Continuing Education. This year’s conference is
March 24; the cost is still $125.00. This will cover 6 hours of continuing education the clerk needs
each year. Mr. Foster made a motion to approve the $125.00 for the Clerk to attend the Local
Government Officials Conference. Mr. James seconded the motion. Roll Call VVote: Mrs. Deere-
Yes, Mr. Foster —Yes, Mr. Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes.
The motion passed.

4. Fire Dept. /Police Grants. We were forwarded an email from Sue Lux about potential grants.
These grants might be able to be used with Potsdam or Ludlow Falls.

5. Mr. Guess noted correspondence from Choice One hosting a picnic and Miami County Dept. of
Development holding a DAHC meeting. He has information if anyone is interested.

Park. Mr. James reported the gables on the shelter house are in need of some repair. He has asked
for quotes. The Village of Laura sign at the park is looking pretty shabby, and there is a light at the
playground that is out.

Mr. James noted he and Mr. Foster were looking at ways to maintain or improve the park. One of
the things discussed was a port-a-john. Mr. James had two quotes for port-a-johns. Both quotes
were for a handicap access port-a-john. Typical leases were for 4 months, the port-a-john would be
serviced weekly. Port-a-Clean from Fairfield rents the john for $145.00 per month with a $30
delivery fee. Mobile Sanitation Solutions from Piqua rents the john for $120.00 per month with a
$20.00 delivery fee. The owner is responsible for weekly cleaning and removing graffiti, etc. We
may need to check with Hamler Insurance.

Mr. James noted another item that might be considered would be installing a drinking fountain at
the park.

There is a post sticking out of the ground, in the area where the sand volleyball court used to be.
This may pose a hazard; we may want to consider removing it. We can address these items next
month if there is interest.

Bills:

Mrs. Beck motioned to pay the following Bills; Mr. Honeyman seconded the motion. Roll Call
Vote: Mrs. Deere-Yes, Mr. Foster —Yes, Mr. Honeyman- Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes,
Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.

PERS $607.79 DP&L 1213.01
Frontier 165.82 Linda McKenna 50.00
Gretchen Slagle 364.68 Ed Guess 108.43
Excel Property Maint. 530.00 Shipman, Dixon, 350.00
Comp Management 165.00 Menards 19.36
Shipman, Dixon 200.00 Yankee Electric 145.00
Alice Beck 146.87 Gale Honeyman 147.76
Harry McKenna 146.87 Ken James 109.32
Chris Foster 144.87 Angie Deere 145.76

Mrs. Deere motioned to close the meeting. Mr. McKenna seconded the motion. All yeas, the
motion passed.

Ed Guess, Mayor Gretchen Slagle, Clerk



