
Village of Laura Council 

 
 

  
             7:00 PM                    June 13,                 2016         
 

 

Attendees: Mayor- Ed Guess, Council Members- Chris Foster, Gale Honeyman, Alice Beck, Ken 

James, Harry McKenna, Fiscal Officer-Gretchen Slagle. Katy Wahl-Solicitor.  Absent- Angie 

Deere, Others Present-Mark May, Sean and Paula Jones, Elizabeth Keckler. 
 

Previous Minutes: 

Minutes of the May 9, 2016 meeting were read.  Mr. McKenna made a motion to accept the 

minutes.  Mr. Foster seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. Honeyman-Yes, 

Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.   

 

Special Meeting:  Minutes of the June 6, special meeting were read.  Mr. Honeyman made a 

motion to accept the minutes with the following correction-The address of the vacant property to be 

mowed is 106 Ludlow St. not103 Ludlow St.  Mrs. Beck seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mr. 

Foster-Yes, Mr. Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion 

passed.   

 

Citizens Comments:   1. Elizabeth Keckler of 116 N. Main St. asked Council what needed cleaned 

around her property.  It was noted the front porch was the main concern.  Ms. Keckler stated she is 

working on cleaning the porch.  She also noted not receiving the letter the village sent in a timely 

manner.  This was acknowledged by Council, we’ve had many others make the same comment 

about their water bills, or not receiving their personal mail. 

2.  Sean and Paula Jones of 408 S. Main St. asked if Council could do anything about the property 

at 406 S. Main St.  The property needs mowed, the bushes/trees are overgrown, etc.  The Jones’ are 

concerned about snakes, mice, and bugs becoming more prevalent.  The pool is half full; it’s a 

breeding ground for mosquitoes.   Council will send a letter asking the property owner to clean up 

the property and drain the pool.  The health department may be able to help with having the pool 

drained.    We may have to have our Solicitor send a letter to the owner if the property isn’t 

cleaned. 

3.  Vandalism/South End of Town.  Mr. Jones also noted there were properties around his property 

that were vandalized recently, breaking windows in cars and houses.     

 

Solicitor’s Report.  1. 102 S. Main St.  Ms. Wahl noted her office sent a letter to the property 

owner.  The renter has moved and the property is being cleaned. 

2.  Hometown Cable Contract.  Ms. Wahl noted receiving a copy of the Hometown Cable contract. 

She stated Hometown was in default of the contract by not getting internet service to the sewer 

plant.  We can terminate the contact. Council discussed; the firehouse provides the electric to 

Hometown’s equipment, either the fire house or village building are currently getting internet 

access. We need internet access for Ms. Slagle to file reports and carry on other village 

correspondence.  Mr. McKenna made a motion to have the Solicitor send a letter to Hometown 

Cable letting them know they have 10 days to respond to our letter of intent to have them remove 

the equipment from the water tower.  Mrs. Beck seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mr. Foster-

Yes, Mr. Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.   

3.  Ginger Dean McCarroll.  Ms. McCarroll spoke with Ms. Slagle about getting the water bill put 

in her name.  She is buying the property from her father by land contract.  Our ordinance states the 

water bill goes to the property owner, but we need to know who the bill goes to when a land 

contract is in place.  Ms. Wahl stated it should go to the person who owns the property until the 

land contract is actually completed. 

4.  7 Pike St. and 2911 Pemberton Rd. Property Junk Letter.  Council sent letters to these properties 

without any responses.  Council discussed sending a second letter saying our solicitor will take 

action or have the Solicitor send the second letter.  The health department can’t be involved for 

this. 

 

BOPA.   

1.  Chlorine Level in Water.  Ms. Beck received a phone call from a resident about the strong smell 

of chlorine in the water.  The resident tested the water with a home test kit and it showed a high 

level of chlorine.  Mrs. Beck noted the smell of chlorine in her water, she checked her water with a 

home test kit and it registered for high levels of chlorine.  Mrs. Beck called Mr. Hinkle and Mr. 

Hinkle said he’d check with the guys who run the plant.  Mr. Hinkle noted speaking with the guys 

and someone had gotten a low reading and dumped extra chlorine into the system.  Mr. Hinkle 

switched wells.  Someone in town called the EPA about the water; they will be here May 14th to 

look at the system. 

Mr. May will look into the chlorine values from our daily readings and also how much chlorine 

was added to the system. 

2. Analytical Associates/EPA/Lead-Copper.   Mr. May stated we have Analytical Associates 

working on the lead/copper problem.  They are also interested in running the water and sewer 

plants.   Mrs. Beck expressed we also need to address the chlorine problem.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. May also noted receiving a letter from the EPA.  We are fulfilling EPA requirements to send 

out letters to residents about the lead/copper violations.   

We’re going to send the annual CCR report at the same time.  Analytical Associates will be here at 

the July 11th Council meeting. 

3.  Mr. Guess received a call from one of our residents about a septic tank problem.  Bob’s 

Excavating was called. 

  

Old Business:  

1. Street Sign Post Painting.  No report.  Ms. Slagle will post the notice. 

2. Alley Paving.  The alley behind the post office has been paved. 

3.  Shelter House.  Mr. James has a quote from J +C Construction to fix the gables on the shelter 

house, the metal sheeting cost is $545.00, the vinyl cost is $570.00.  Mr. Foster made a motion to 

approve J +C Construction to install metal sheeting on the gables on the shelter house.  Mr. 

McKenna seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote: Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-

Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.   

4.  Flagpole/Park.  Ken Saunders and Randy Nichols put the rope and flag on the pole at the park.  

Thanks Randy and Ken! 

5.  Curb Painting.  No Report.  It was noted West Milton usually paints their streets around the first 

week in July.  Mr. James made a motion to approve up to $150.00 to have the village curbs 

repainted.  Mr. Honeyman seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. Honeyman-

Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.   Mr. McKenna will 

contact West Milton. 

6.  Bluegrass Band.  Mr. James has put ads in the Early Bird for $144.50 and the Stillwater 

Advertiser for $95.00.   We have Delks Ice Cream for $150-200 and the food truck will be there. 

This leaves us $89.00 over our budget of $600.00 that was approved.  Mrs. Beck made a motion to 

amend the amount approved for the bluegrass band event to $689.00.  Mr. Foster seconded the 

motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. Honeyman-Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. 

McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.   

 

New Business:  1. Batteries/Smoke Detectors.  Mr. McKenna noted buying and replacing batteries 

for the smoke detectors at the village building. 

2.  106 Ludlow St.  This vacant property was mowed. 

3.  Park/Weeds.  It was noted there were weeds/poison ivy growing around the basketball fence and 

under the playground equipment.  Mr. McKenna will look into this. 

4.  Miami Valley Lighting Contract.  This contract is up at the end of the year, we have a new 

contract for review.  We’ll table this until next meeting. 

5. Easement/Randy Estes Property/Water Plant.  Ms. Slagle received a call from a realtor about an 

easement that Randy Estes has to get to his property that runs behind the sewer plant fence and 

beside the water plant.  The realtor has looked at the courthouse and didn’t find any records.  We 

have some records for this; the sewer plant property was bought from Mr. Estes. Mr. Hinkle and 

Mrs. Beck recall this transaction.  We’ll look at our records, and Mr. Guess will contact the realtor. 

 

Bills: 

Mr. Beck motioned to pay the following Bills; Mr. McKenna seconded the motion.   Roll Call 

Vote:  Mr. Foster –Yes, Mr. Honeyman- Yes, Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. 

The motion passed.   

 

PERS    $614.99  DP&L                 1105.26 

Frontier      165.70  Linda McKenna        50.00  

Gretchen Slagle      378.40  Ed Guess      108.43 

Terry Zellers     801.96  Shipman, Dixon     220.00 

OPWC    2321.92  Aren Corp.        14.00 

Brothers Publishing        8.40   Menards          8.98 

Alice Beck     146.87  Harry McKenna      146.87 

Angie Deere    109.32  Gale Honeyman      147.76 

Chris Foster    108.65  Ken James      145.76 

          

Mr. James motioned to close the meeting. Mr. McKenna seconded the motion. All yeas, the motion 

passed. 

 

 

________________________   __________________________ 

Ed Guess, Mayor    Gretchen Slagle, Clerk 

 

     

 


