
Village of Laura Council 

 
 

  
             7:00 PM                    September 12,                 2016         
 

 

Attendees: Mayor- Ed Guess, Council Members-Angela Deere, Chris Foster,  Gale Honeyman, Alice Beck, 

Ken James, Harry McKenna, Fiscal Officer-Gretchen Slagle. Andrew Johnston-Solicitor.  Others Present- Jackie 

Rike, Evan James. 
 

Previous Minutes: 

Minutes of the August 8, 2016 meeting were read.  Mr. McKenna made a motion to accept the minutes, Mr. 

James seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere – Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. Honeyman-Abstain, Mrs. 

Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.   

 

Citizens Comments:   1.   Street Sign Post Painting.  Evan James reported a total of 145 street sign posts were 

painted. He has turned in a bill. 

 

Solicitor’s Report.  1.   Mr. Johnston stated he had no business to report. 

2.  Clean Up Letters.  There has been no progress at 107 Pike St. in cleaning up the front porch.  Council would 

like Mr. Johnston to send a letter to the resident. 

3.  6 Second St/Chestnut St. Parking.  The property owner at 6 Second St. continues to park his trailer/car on 

Chestnut St.  We’ve asked him multiple times to keep the street clear.  Can we put up a no parking sign, make a 

new ordinance, or something to keep that side of Chestnut St. clear?  Mr. Johnston stated there are different 

ways to do this; he’ll put some things together for next meeting.  Council discussed whether a survey of that side 

of Chestnut Street (along where the pool was installed) might be necessary, should we invite Mr. Boggs to a 

meeting, and would an aerial view of this intersection be beneficial. 

 

BOPA.   

1.  105 Ludlow St. Waterline Repair.  Time Warner Cable damaged the waterline while digging at this property. 

2.  The Board has a quote for $1500.00 to repair the water plant roof. 

3.  Mr. Thompson may know of someone who has a water license, if we need someone to run the water plant. 

The Board will wait until Analytical Associates gets the lead/copper corrosion plan completed; they have 

licensed operators to run plants. 

4.  Dean Sowers called and wanted to know if the water would affect his health.  He already had some medical 

problems.  

5.  The Board wanted to know if any paving was going to be going on in town.  105 Ludlow needs paved where 

the water line was repaired.   

 

Old Business:  

1. Sink Hole/Water Plant.  Mrs. Beck noted speaking with Steve Bowman about repairing the sink hole  in the 

road by the water plant, since Wagner Paving or Cress Excavating could not get to it yet. Mr. Bowman looked at 

the sink hole and said he could dig it up and see what was going on.  He is not able to get blacktop. Mr. 

Bowman said he would not charge for the repair.  Mr. Bowman repaired the hole the next day.  Council 

discussed paying Mr. Bowman something to repair the sinkhole, and agreed to pay him $200.00.  Mrs. Beck 

made a motion to pay Mr. Bowman $200.00 to repair the sinkhole on S. Main St.  Mr. Foster seconded the 

motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere – Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. Honeyman-Yes,  Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-

Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.  . 

2.  Unleashed Dogs.  Mrs. Rike noted Bill Merritt’s dogs were running around her and her neighbors properties.  

Council would like to send a letter to Mr. Merrit asking him to keep his dogs on leashes and clean up after them. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

3.  Clean Up Letters.  It was noted that the property at 2911 Pemberton Road was being cleaned up.  We’ll 

check on 116 N. Main and the Pemberton Rd. property to see if progress was being made, or if we need to take 

further action to have these properties cleaned up.  Council members will walk around town and make a list of 

properties that need cleaned up. 

4.  Salary/Mayor.  Ms. Slagle noted she did not find any information about salary limits. 

 

New Business:  1. Mrs. Beck noted someone approached her about donating a family photo, sword, wicker 

chair and other items to the Village.  Mr. Honey will get more information on this.   

2.  Pike St. N. Main St. Cross Walk Markings.  Mr. Foster asked if we had ever had cross walk marked at the 

intersection.  Maybe we could consider marking the intersection when West Milton paints the curbs. 

 

3.2017 Tax Rate.  Miami County has set the tax rate of 3.4 mils for the year.  Mrs. Beck made a motion to 

approve the tax rate, Mr. Foster seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere – Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. 

Honeyman-Yes,  Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion passed.   

4.  Siren.  Mr. Guess noted problems with the siren, it was sticking.  We have a bill from McAfee. 

 

Bills: 

Mrs. Beck motioned to pay the following Bills; Mr. James seconded the motion.   Roll Call Vote: Mrs. Deere – 

Yes, Mr. Foster-Yes, Mr. Honeyman-Yes,  Mrs. Beck-Yes, Mr. James-Yes, Mr. McKenna-Yes. The motion 

passed.   

 

PERS    $614.99   DP&L    $1109.46 

Frontier      165.72   Linda McKenna        50.00 

Gretchen Slagle      378.40   Ed Guess       108.43 

Terry Zellers     680.00   McAfee Comm.                             300.00   

Wertz Hardware    142.41              Treasurer of State UAN               2009.00     

Treasurer of State UAN    534.00              Ken James                                        13.91 

Patrick James     362.50              Donovan Tumbrusch                      362.50 

Alice Beck                                    146.87               Harry McKenna                             146.87      

Gale Honeyman                            110.82               Chris Foster                                   144.87 

Ken James                                     145.76               Angela Deere                                 145.76 

     

Mrs. Deere motioned to close the meeting. Mr. Foster seconded the motion. All yeas, the motion passed. 

 

 

 

________________________   __________________________ 

Ed Guess, Mayor    Gretchen Slagle, Clerk 

 

     

 


